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       TREE OF KNOWLEDGE OF GOOD & EVIL 

 

“When the woman saw the fruit of the Tree was good for food, pleasing to the eye, and 

also desirable for attaining wisdom, she took some and ate it.” Gen. 3 v 6 

THE GREAT MYSTERY 

What was this Tree?  How can we say we know the Bible if we can’t identify the Tree of the Knowledge of 

Good and Evil?  Surely it wasn’t a random tree in the Garden that God used as a test of obedience.  Satan 

dwelt in this Tree.  This Tree and its fruit posed a danger to anyone who ate its fruit.  In our world today 

there are many such Trees and many satans who dwell in them.  This paper will help you recognize them. 

Jesus said “Good trees bear good fruit and bad trees bear bad fruit”. (Matt. 7 v 17)  How could Eve 

perceive the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil was “good for food”?  If it was a bad tree then 

shouldn’t it bear bad fruit?  The issue wasn’t the food value of the fruit.  Apparently it was very nutritious.  

The negative side-effect of eating the fruit from this Tree is something else. 

THE TRANSFORMATION 

When Adam and Eve ate the forbidden fruit they changed.  Formerly Adam walked with God in the cool of 

the day.  Now Adam was hiding from God.  Formerly Adam was oblivious to his nakedness.  Now he was 

conscious of his nakedness and busied himself sewing fig leaves into an apron to cover his nakedness. 

Here is the explanation: “And the LORD God said ‘The man has now become like one of us, knowing good 

and evil…’” Gen. 3 v 22   

Before the Fall Adam was told, and knew, that eating the fruit of the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and 

Evil was forbidden.  So Adam was already aware some behaviors met God’s approval, and some behaviors 

did not meet God’s approval.  Adam already knew right from wrong.   This is not the issue. 

The phrase “knowing good and evil” means after eating the forbidden fruit Adam became JUDGMENTAL.  

Stepping into God’s place, “becoming like one of us”, he now judged others.  Formerly Adam felt safe with 

God.  Now God was an outsider.  Adam judged God to be a risk to his ‘freedom’ to ‘be himself’. 
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WHY CAN’T WE ALL JUST GET ALONG? 

Countless souls down through the ages have rued the sin of Adam and Eve.  In 1991 Rodney King was 

beaten by police after a high speed chase while intoxicated.  The blatant police brutality was caught on 

video tape.  Riots erupted in Los Angeles, California.   

 

Rodney King was aghast at the disturbance unfolding.  While making a public statement he wondered 

aloud: ‘Why can’t we all just get along?” 

The root of the problem is man is judgmental and takes judgment into his own hands.  He judges some 

‘good’ and some ‘evil’.  He loves those he judges ‘good’ and he hates those he judges ‘evil’.  If someone 

judges you ‘evil’ and takes judgment into his own hands: truce is precarious; peace is impossible.   

THE WILD ANIMALS 

The Bible says Satan was “more crafty than any of the wild animals the LORD God had made.” Gen 3 v 1 

To illustrate ‘wildness’, take house cats.  House cats are normally tame.  The master of the house feeds 

them, houses them, takes them to the vet, and pours love and affection on them.  But some cats are feral.  

They have no master.  They live outdoors.  They survive by their wits.  They hunt to feed themselves. 

Before the Fall, Adam named all the animals in the world.  The animals in the world had a relationship 

with Adam, who ruled over them.   There were animals before the Fall who were aware Adam was their 

master but took to the wild life.  If any wild animals were in the Garden of Eden, they congregated around 

Satan in the vicinity of his Tree.  Being crafty as he is, and knowing very well Adam’s status as ruler of the 

world, Satan gave appropriate eye service and lip service to Adam.  In spite of God’s stark warning, Satan 

made himself and his community appear non-threatening, friendly, even beneficial to the royal family. 

The author once had a feral cat that lived in his barn.  Thinking the feral cat was catching mice, the author 

occasionally brought a dish of cat food out to the barn.  One day he brought the cat food in its dish out to 

the barn when the feral cat was there.  As he bent over to place the dish on the floor the feral cat 

launched itself at him and sank his teeth into his hand.  Lesson learned: beware of wild animals! 
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THE SEED OF SATAN 

Adam and Eve are evicted from the Garden of Eden.  Adam becomes a subsistence farmer.  By the sweat 

of his brow he labors to feed himself.  In all his toil and fatigue he loses his grip on his children. 

Cain offers some fruit of the soil to God.  Abel offers fat portions of the firstborn of his flock to God.  Cain 

is upset that Abel is offering a different sacrifice.  Cain judges Abel as ‘evil’ and takes judgment into his 

own hands: he murders his brother. 

In this moment Cain becomes ‘The Seed of Satan’ within Adam’s household.  Cain has ignored Adam’s 

authority to adjudicate issues that arise within his household.  Instead of bringing the matter of 

appropriate sacrifice to Adam, like a wild animal Cain operates according to his own instincts. 

For his crime Cain was given a mark so all would know he was a murderer.  He was also exiled from the 

family of Adam.  His relatives mattered very little to him.  He had struck out on the path of a wild life. 

Satan had won himself a convert.  Within a short time as the family of Cain grew new factions arose within 

it.  Each sect crafted a niche for itself and a destiny. 

There was Jabal, father of those who live in tents and raise livestock. 

There was Jubal, father of all who play the harp and flute. 

There was Tubal-Cain, who forged tools out of bronze and iron. 

The Biblical account of Original Sin occurs in the third chapter of the Bible.  This chapter corresponds to 

the third Star Sign, the constellation Scorpius.  We have assigned the meaning “Seed of Satan” to Scorpius. 

A scorpion has a hard outer shell.  It literally has no feelings for the suffering of others.   

The Lord said to Satan after the Fall: “I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your 

offspring and hers” Gen 3 v 15.  The tell-tale sign of the Seed of Satan is hatred of others not like them. 

We are not saying that anyone who has a cow, or plays a pipe, or fashions metal is Satanic.  We are 

observing that from Original Sin onward the world has become increasingly divided into groups that 

pursued divergent paths.  These groups are marked by self-interest and self-dealing.  Such a development 

erodes the common bond of man with his fellow man.  It stands opposed to a God of mercy, forgiveness, 

self-sacrifice, and long-suffering.  The Bible says it led to chaos “The LORD saw how great man’s 

wickedness had become, and every inclination of his heart was evil continually” Gen. 6 v 5 

The root of all this destructive sin is a god-like JUDGMENTAL SPIRIT.  Man creates groups, factions, gangs, 

and sects.  Man judges all who agree and co-operate with his cloister as ‘good’ and all who disagree and 

resist his cloister as ‘evil’.  Strife, accusation, turmoil, murder and wars are inevitable. 
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FREEDOM 

Since the Garden of Eden Man has a strong desire to ‘do his own thing’.  Man is a fearfully and 

wonderfully made.  Isn’t it appropriate for Man to discover his gifts and abilities and reach his full human 

potential?  Won’t Man be happier if he chooses to devote his life to work that is in line with his God-given 

talents and passion? 

The Bible agrees that Freedom is a good thing and Slavery is a bad thing: 

 “It is for freedom that Christ has set us free.  Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened 

again by a yoke of slavery.” Gal. 5 v 1 

“You, my brothers, were called to be free.  But do not use your freedom to indulge the sinful nature; 

rather serve one another in love.” Gal. 5 v 13 

Jesus said this: 

“You have heard it was said ‘Love your neighbor and hate your enemies’.  But I tell you to love your 

enemies and pray for those who persecute you; that you may be sons of your Father in Heaven.” 

“He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.” 

“If you love those who love you, what reward will you get?  Are not even the tax collectors doing that?” 

“If you greet only your brothers, what are you doing more than others?  Do not the pagans do that?” 

“Be perfect therefore as your heavenly Father is perfect” Matt. 5 v 43 – 48 

 

   

The Good Samaritan 
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TREES OF KNOWLEDGE OF GOOD AND EVIL 

Wide and broad is the path that leads to destruction.  Few have followed Jesus from the beginning till 

now. The world is full of Trees of the Knowledge of Good and Evil.  Millions flock under the shade. 

In the arena of entertainment there are professional sports clubs.  Once a person joins with the 

community congregating under this Tree, they learn who is ‘good’ and who is ‘evil’. 

     Rabid sports fan 

In the arena of religion there are denominations run by professional ministers and clerics.  Once a person 

joins with the community congregating under this Tree, they learn who is ‘good’ and who is ‘evil’. 

     Supreme Leader 

In the arena of politics there are parties run by professional politicians.  Once a person joins with the 

community congregating under this Tree, they learn who is ‘good’ and who is ‘evil’. 

     Political Messiah 
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THERE IS NO CURE 

The author enjoys listening to public affairs radio but it is pathetic to hear experts being interviewed on 

their opinions of how to rid their country of divisive politics, racial hatred, destruction of the environment, 

domestic terrorism, police brutality, mass shootings, poverty, etc.  The world is plagued by terrorist 

organizations, narco gangs, and internet scams.  Rogue states have arisen who don’t respect international 

norms and conventions and who trample on weaker neighbor states because they view them as ‘evil’. 

God told Adam very plainly:   

“… you must not eat from the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil, for when you eat of it you will die” 

Man will vainly seek solutions through scientific discovery, education curriculum, and government policy.  

We know those things are helpful, but they cannot cure the problem because it is rooted in the soul of 

sinful man.  The world cannot be saved by Man’s craftiness. 

INDIVIDUAL HEALING 

God has provided a cure for every individual: faith in Jesus Christ and turning away from sin. 

The author was born into a family of drinkers, gamblers, and partiers.  My father was a writer and artist 

who sincerely believed a Turtle created the universe.  He ended his days communing under an old tree in 

a public park he called his ‘spiritual elder’. 

One day, as an adult, the author met a Christian and started reading the Bible.  At my kitchen table I read 

the story of the crucifixion of Jesus for the first time.  I was shocked.  Such was my ignorance of Biblical 

facts I didn’t know Jesus died at the end of the story. 

I asked myself the question ‘Why is this happening to Jesus?’  It made no sense this good man would die a 

gruesome death.  The Spirit of God instructed me in that moment and I realised my sinful condition in the 

light of the sacrifice of Christ.  I was converted and believed.  Jesus became my Savior. 

I have followed Jesus for four decades.  By the Grace of God He has led me away from the traps and 

snares of this world.  I strive to live a simple life and use my gifts and abilities to serve others.  I seek to 

please my Father in Heaven; not to accumulate financial rewards and the praise of men in this life. 

Over my lifetime I can look at many victories over the flesh that walking with Jesus has gained me.  In spite 

of trials and depressing circumstances I have forsaken addicting drugs and intoxicating drinks.  I have no 

interest in gambling, parties, and loud music.   The lust of the eyes and pride of life have scant appeal. 

Jesus has saved my life many times.  I should be dead and buried by now.  Scientific discovery, education 

curriculum, and government policy won’t do that for you.  Only the power of Almighty God! 
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STEER AWAY FROM TREES OF KNOWLEDGE OF GOOD AND EVIL 

1. Don’t join organizations: political, religious, service groups, etc. 

2. Don’t define yourself with labels – you are just a human being 

3. Don’t pledge allegiance 

4. Don’t take oaths 

5. Have no memberships, no loyalty cards, etc. 

WALK WITH GOD 

1. Accept your role in the world is to be the lowest servant 

2. Understand the lowest servant has no rights, no upward mobility, no salary, no stipend 

3. Work with your hands – menial labour frees the mind 

4. Accept a solitary life – meeting other pilgrims will be rare 

5. Accept a low standard of living – be resourceful – scavenge, recycle, repurpose 

6. Deal with enemies all around you – be wise as a snake, gentle as a dove 

7. Hold everything you own with an open hand – the Lord gives and the Lord takes away 

8. Try to bloom where you are planted – but don’t pound the tent pegs in too deep either 

9. Seek to please the LORD – keep your nose in the Holy Scriptures 

10. Always, every day, look for a way to cheerfully serve the needs of others 

11. Embrace the simple things that give pleasure – a hot meal, a blue sky, a warm blanket 

12. Seek not to be understood but to understand – explore people who are not like you 

THE LAST DAYS 

The plain fact is we are in the Last Days, which will be perilous times.  Brother will betray brother.  You will 

be brought before councils and rulers.  You will be misunderstood and persecuted.   

Lot tried to urge his family and his neighbors to fear the LORD in the Last Days.  Lot was not heard.  Lot 

was ridiculed.  Lot was attacked.  So will it be with you. 

A Christian ought to spread the Good News.  Our chief calling is to tell others about Jesus.  But Jesus said 

the Seed may fall on rocky soil, thorny soil, or good soil.  Only on good soil will the seed produce a crop.  In 

the Last Days hearts of men will harden.   It may be a vain exercise to find good soil locally.  Under such 

circumstances, cast your bread on the waters.  It has been ten years since biblenumbersforlife.com began.  

Over two million views.  Over one million visitors.  I’ve never met any of them face to face. 

Your service to the LORD will not be in vain.  First and foremost you will please His heart.  Your dedication 

to following the LORD will have an impact on the spiritual atmosphere around where you live.  Your light 

will shine to His praise, His glory, and His honor.  You will be welcomed into eternal habitations.  Amen. 
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