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            1732 AD – ‘JONATHON EDWARDS PROCLAIMS SINNERS GO TO HELL’ 

“Arise, and go down to the potter's house, and there I will cause thee to hear 

my words.” (Jer. 18 v 2) 

EVENTS IN 1732 AD 

On July 7, 1732, Edwards preached in Boston afterwards published under the title "God 

Glorified in the Work of Redemption, by the Greatness of Man's Dependence upon Him, in the 

Whole of It", which was his first public attack on Arminianism.  

The lecture was on God's absolute sovereignty in the work of salvation: to wit, it was God’s 

"good pleasure" and "mere and arbitrary grace" to grant any person the faith to perceive their 

predicament of sin and to behold Christ’s death on the Cross as their salvation. 

THE HEART OF THE EVANGELICAL CALL 

Edwards was emboldened to proclaim loudly that man is dead in sins, unable to save himself.   

It was theological truth, but who would have expected it to be the spark of a great revival? 

Edwards came out of Puritanism.  His generation of scholars and pastors put an emphasis on 

church members reforming their ways and adopting a sober lifestyle, unencumbered by 

worldly pursuits, and devoted to personal piety and church activities. 

Edwards laid bare the stark reality that man is unable to obtain salvation through works: 

either in the form of outward conformation to a set of (Puritan) standards, or through spiritual 

service to Christians, or through charities to the sick and the suffering. 

SINNERS IN THE HANDS OF AN ANGRY GOD1 

Edwards said God was angry over sin, and every man ought to fear God’s judgment.  In 

‘Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God’, Edwards described the doomed condition of men: 

 God may cast a wicked men into hell at any given moment; 

 The Wicked deserve to be cast into hell; 

 The Wicked, who are still alive, are under God's condemnation to Hell; 

 The Wicked, who have perished, are already suffering the torments of Hell; 
                                                           
1
 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sinners_in_the_Hands_of_an_Angry_God 



mark h lane  www.biblenumbersforlife.com 

 

 The Wicked must not think, simply because they are not physically in Hell, that God is 

not as angry with them as He is with those now suffering the torment of Hell; 

 At any moment God shall permit him, Satan stands ready to fall upon the Wicked and 

seize them as his own; 

 If it were not for God's restraints, hellish principles reigning in the souls of wicked men 

would presently kindle and flame out into hellfire; 

 Because there are not visible means of death before them at any given moment, the 

Wicked should not feel secure; 

 Because it is natural to care for oneself or to think others care for them, men should not 

think themselves safe from God's wrath; 

 All that wicked men may do to save themselves from Hell's pains shall afford them 

nothing if they continue to reject Christ; 

 God has never promised to save us from Hell, except for those contained in Christ 

through the covenant of Grace. 

THEOLOGICAL ADDENDUM 

The author believes at death, all unsaved people are unconscious until the great white throne 

judgment, which happens at the end of the Millennium.  [Corollary: there is no purgatory.] 

God will not render eternal punishment for sins until there is a public trial with witnesses: 

which is the great white throne judgment.  Each soul will know the full extent of their guilt. 

Chronologically, the great white throne judgment (Rev. 20: 11-15) occurs after the Millennium 

(Rev. 20:1-6) but before the new heaven and the new earth (Rev. 21:1). 

However, from the unsaved person’s perspective the transition from the moment of death to 

the moment of standing before God is instantaneous.  They have no awareness of the state of 

sleep they were in; because during that sleep they were unconscious. 

When Edwards said sinners go directly to Hell - he was correct - when looking at the 

experience from the conscious experience of the wicked person. 

When Edwards said wicked who have died without Christ are already suffering in Hell – he is 

correct – provided the great white throne court is conducted in the order that men died.  

Revelations calls the second death the ‘Lake of Fire’.  It is a place of torments.  This is Biblical. 
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PROPHECY OF JEREMIAH 

“Arise, and go down to the potter's house, and there I will cause thee to hear my words.”  

(Jeremiah 18 v 2) 

What would we find in a ’potter's house’? 

We would find bins and baskets full of clay, some jars of water for softening and mixing the 

clay, a potter’s wheel, and most importantly – we would find a kiln.  A fiery brick furnace! 

What is the work of a potter? 

The potter mixes the clay and water into a lump, puts it onto his wheel.  Then he forms it into 

whatever shape suits him.  It could be a plate, a bowl, a cup, or an urn. 

Once the clay is formed into the shape the potter desires, it is put into the fiery kiln to be 

heated.  Once the clay is ‘fired’ – the shape it is in cannot be altered.  It is fixed forever. 

 

It would not be a stretch to suppose the ’potter's house’ is an expression for the kiln itself.  It 

is the very image of the Lake of Fire spoken of in the Book of Revelations. 

Can the clay speak?  Can the clay impose its will and say ‘I will be a plate’ or ‘I will be a bowl’? 

Man is like the clay, the potter is like the Lord.  The destiny of the clay is in God’s hands. 

The LORD says to Jeremiah: ‘I will cause’ thee to ’hear my words’.  Emphasis on God’s will. 

No man can hear God without faith.  No man has faith unless God grants it.   
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SPIRITUAL NUMBER ANALYSIS 

For a mind that has wisdom please read on.  See truth from another perspective. 

PART ONE 

Chapter 18 of Jeremiah is the 87th chapter of The Prophets.   

The spiritual number 87 means ‘Saints Assembly’ 

What is the ‘Saint’s Assembly’?  The 87th chapter of the Bible is Exodus 37 which is the account 

of the construction of the Ark of the Testimony (which resides in the Most Holy Place), the 

Table, the Lamp Stand, and the Altar of Incense (which reside in the Holy Place). 

Only the priests could enter the Holy Place to set the bread on the table before the lamps and 

offer incense on the altar.  The Saint’s Assembly consists only of born again believers: who are 

the priests of God (1 Peter 2:5).  Our prayers mix with the virtue of Christ’s sacrifice (Rev. 8:4). 

The message of Edwards was a message of cleansing in the house of the LORD.  Only born 

again people should be part of the Saint’s Assembly.  A man is born again only when God 

shows him he is a sinner, God must punish sin, and his destiny is Hell unless God saves him. 

PART TWO 

Jeremiah 18 v 4 is the 19,387th verse in the whole Bible starting at Gen 1 v 1. 

The number 19,387 = [2195th prime] 

The number 2195 = 5 x 439 

The spiritual meaning of 5 is ‘Weakness’  

The spiritual meaning of 439 is ‘Bitter Soul’   (see Job 3 the 439th chapter in the Bible) 

The spiritual meaning of 2195 is ‘Sin-Loathing, Confession, Conversion‘ 

Edwards ministered in New England.  This was the place the Puritans and the Pilgrims settled.  

They came with a vision of America as a virtuous City on a Hill (see our paper 1630 AD).   But in 

a short time America was given over to pursuit of wealth accumulation.  New England colonies 

built ships.  Middle colonies were merchants and traders.  The Southern colonies were famers.  

https://biblenumbers.files.wordpress.com/2015/08/1630-ad.pdf
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Americans held themselves in high esteem.   Many had taken dangerous voyages to start a 

new life.  They had struggled and persevered in spite of famines and Indian wars.   

Edwards brought them a message to snap them out of their self-righteous day-dream: they 

were stinking, rotten, vile sinners in God’s sight: headed straight to Hell. 

Edwards went down to the potter’s house: a fiery kiln of hellfire judgment.  Amazingly, just as 

Jeremiah prophesied, the audience Edwards took with him heard God’s words, and 

recognized the cancer of sin in their souls, and were sickened and appalled at the thought of 

their eternal destiny without Christ.  They confessed their need to God, and were converted. 

PART THREE 

Jeremiah 18 v 2 is the 1732nd verse of The Prophets starting at Isaiah 1 v 1. 

The number 1732 = 4 x 433 

The spiritual meaning of 4 is ‘Message’ 

The spiritual meaning of 433 is ‘King Hangs Vile Enemy’ 

America is a republic.  They don’t have a king.  Even though in the time of Edwards the 

colonies were technically under the authority of England, in practice the land was far from the 

authority of the King of England.  The people established self-government. 

Edwards came with this message:  

(1) Americans will have to stand before the court of the King of the Universe, Jesus Christ;  

(2) the King of the Universe hangs vile enemies;  

(3) Without Christ as their Savior, they have no hope of salvation from sin. 


