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      1687 AD – ‘CATHOLIC AND QUAKER PRAISE THE VIRTUE OF TOLERANCE’ 

“For thus says the LORD: Enter not into the house of mourning, neither go to 

lament nor bemoan them; for I have taken away my peace from this people, 

says the LORD, even lovingkindness and mercies.” (Jeremiah 16 v 5) 

EVENTS IN 1687 AD1 

In April, James II issued the Declaration of Indulgence in which he used his dispensing power 

to negate the effect of laws punishing Catholic and Protestant Dissenters.  The Declaration 

lifted the religious penal laws and granted toleration to the various Christian denominations, 

Catholic and Protestant, within his kingdoms. The Declaration was supported by the 

prominent Quaker William Penn; who travelled the country widely promoting it.2 

In the summer James II attempted to garner support for his Declaration by giving a speaking 

tour in the West of England. As part of this tour, he gave a speech at Chester where he said: 

"Suppose... there should be a law made that all black men should be imprisoned, it 

would be unreasonable and we had as little reason to quarrel with other men for being 

of different [religious] opinions as for being of different complexions." 

At the same time, James II provided partial toleration in Scotland, using his dispensing power 

to grant relief to Catholics and partial relief to Presbyterians. 

James II prepared to pack Parliament with his supporters so that it would repeal the Test Act 

and the penal laws.  James II was convinced by addresses from Dissenters that he had their 

support and so could dispense with relying on Tories and Anglicans. James II instituted a 

wholesale purge of those in offices under the crown opposed to his plan, appointing new 

lords-lieutenant and remodelling the corporations governing towns and livery companies.   

In October James II gave orders for the lords-lieutenant in the provinces to provide three 

standard questions to all members of the Commission of the Peace: 1. Would they consent to 

the repeal of the Test Act and the penal laws? 2. Would they assist candidates who would do 

so? 3. Would they accept the Declaration of Indulgence? 

                                                           
1
 Source: Wikipedia: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_II_of_England 

2
 If ever there was an odd couple with the same political agenda this is it! 
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QUEEN MARY MODENA’S POOR HEALTH 

In February 1687, Queen Mary, irritated by her husband's affair with Catherine Sedley, 

Countess of Dorchester, moved into new apartments in Whitehall; Whitehall had been home 

to a Catholic chapel since December 1686.  Her apartments were designed by Christopher 

Wren at the cost of £13,000.  Because the palace's renovation was unfinished, the King 

received ambassadors in her rooms, much to Queen Mary's chagrin. 

Queen Mary's health had still not recovered since the death of her daughter Isabella in 1681. 

So much so, in fact, that the Tuscan envoy reported to Florence that "general opinion turns 

[for Mary's successor] in the direction of the Princess, Your Highness's daughter".  France, too, 

was preparing for the Queen's imminent demise, putting forward as its candidate for James's 

new wife the Duke of Enghien's daughter.  Queen Mary was trying to make her brother, the 

Duke of Modena, marry the former, Anna Maria Luisa de' Medici. 

MOURNING FOR QUEEN MOTHER 

In July 1687, shortly after the marriage talks with Tuscany collapsed, the Queen's mother, 

Duchess Laura, died.  Therefore, the whole English court went into mourning.  Duchess Laura 

left Queen Mary "a considerable sum of cash" and some jewellery. 

PREGNANCY ANNOUNCED SHORTLY BEFORE CHRISTMAS 

Having visited Bath, in the hope its waters would spur fertility, Queen Mary became pregnant.  

The pregnancy became public knowledge shortly before Christmas.  Protestants, who had 

tolerated James' Catholic government because he had no Catholic heir, were concerned.   

If Mary conceived a male then the child would be raised a Catholic, leading to the likelihood of 

a succession of Catholic monarchs of Protestant England. 

Therefore, instead of the usual fanfare and excitement associated with a royal pregnancy, 

there was gloom and despair. 
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PROPHECY OF JEREMIAH 16 V 5 

“For thus says the LORD: Enter not into the house of mourning, neither go to lament nor 

bemoan them; for I have taken away my peace from this people, says the LORD, even 

lovingkindness and mercies.”  (Jeremiah 16 v 5) 

The initial bold assertive and authoritarian behavior of James II in the first year of his reign 

(see our paper 1685 AD) evolved by his third year into a manipulative but more diplomatic 

effort to change the laws of England to suit his preferences. 

Although the exclusionist faction was severely chastised and weakened in the repercussions 

following the Rye House Plot, the behavior of James II breathed new life into it.  No one dared 

speak a contrary word, but in private salons all over England the pregnancy of Mary Modena 

is stirred fears of perpetual Catholic monarchs. 

‘For thus says the LORD: Enter not into the house of mourning, neither go to lament nor 

bemoan them’ 

The LORD is emphatic (in his prophetic word) – don’t worry about the Stuart Dynasty – don’t 

agonize in fear. 

‘for I have taken away my peace from this people, says the LORD, even lovingkindness and 

mercies.’  

The days of the Stuarts as rulers of England will be shortened because God has withdrawn his 

lovingkindness and mercies from them. 

His days were short indeed.  The following year William of Orange invaded England on the 

invitation of seven prominent noblemen, and James II took his family and fled the country. 

----- 

In his mercy God opened Mary Modena’s womb and gave her a male child.  We have to think 

when the prophecy says ‘this people’ it excludes Mary Modena.  James II’s adulteries seem to 

have placed Mary Modena in a separate category from the rest of the line of the Stuarts.  The 

Queen did her duty.  God remembered her suffering and shame in the English court. 

----- 

https://biblenumbers.files.wordpress.com/2015/08/1685-ad.pdf
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SPIRITUAL NUMBER ANALYSIS 

For a mind that has wisdom please read on.  See truth from another perspective. 

PART ONE 

Chapter 16 of Jeremiah is the 85th chapter of The Prophets.   

The spiritual number 85 means ‘Holy Communion’ 

James II had broken faith with the English people by proroguing Parliament permanently.  

God withdrew his lovingkindness and mercies from James II.  From that point, the end of 

James II did not take long. 

PART TWO 

Jeremiah 16 v 5 is the 19,342nd verse in the whole Bible starting at Gen 1 v 1. 

The number 19,342 = 38 x 509 

The spiritual meaning of 38 is ‘Breaking Faith: Harlot’ 

The spiritual meaning of 509 is ‘Terror on Every Side’ 

The Catholic Church is the ‘Breaking Faith: Harlot’ in the prophecy of Jeremiah (see our paper 

1349 AD).  The Catholic Church existed to validate the divine right of Kings; and vice versa. 

To the English people having a Catholic King the likes of James II was torturous: ‘Terror on 

Every Side’.  Armed rebellion was violently crushed.  Political dissent was not tolerated.  

Promotion in the army and in the administration of the Kingdom excluded Protestants.  The 

English were afraid to be themselves in public.  It was a reign of terror. 

Feudalism was a system where all power was concentrated in the hands of local lords.  Over 

the local lords there were higher lords and the King ruled over them all.  This was a system 

that worked when the people were ignorant illiterate peasants and when external threats 

necessitated keeping private feudal armies.  The Catholic Church flourished in feudalism. 

Protestantism brought with it ideas of emancipation.  All men were sinners – high and low.  All 

men had only one way of salvation.  By faith, England could not go back to the Dark Ages. 

https://biblenumbers.files.wordpress.com/2015/08/1349-ad.pdf
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PART THREE 

Jeremiah 16 v 5 is the 1687th verse of The Prophets starting at Isaiah 1 v 1. 

The number 1687 = 7 x 241 

The spiritual meaning of 7 is ‘End’ or ‘Sword’ 

The spiritual meaning of 241 is ‘Saints in Prison’ 

Here is the most amazing part of the year 1687:  King James II was promoting his Declaration 

of Indulgence which provided a degree of freedom of conscience in religion in England. 

Here was the ‘End’ of the ‘Saints in Prison’: the end of the monopoly of the Anglican Church 

and the bondage of the Book of Common Prayer in religious meetings.   

In hindsight we can see this was a positive progressive step in the right direction which in the 

long run would permit peaceful coexistence of variants of Christian faith expression.   

It is a pity the Declaration was perceived through a partisan lens as a merely a clever 

manipulation by which James II might weaken Protestantism and elevate Catholicism. 

 

 


