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     1574 AD –  SAMUEL DE CHAMPLAIN IS BORN: PROPHET OF THE COVENANT 

“Hear ye the words of this covenant, and speak unto the men of Judah, and to the 

inhabitants of Jerusalem.” (Jeremiah 11 v 2) 

EVENTS IN 1574 AD 

In 1574 in the humble village of Brouage on the Atlantic coast of France, near the towns of La 

Rochelle and Rochefort, Samuel de Champlain was born. 

HISTORY 

Every child that comes into the world is born into a certain spiritual atmosphere. 

The town of Brouage, like La Rochelle, was a small enclave of Protestant Calvinists on the 

border between the Protestant strongholds in the south-west of France and the Catholic 

regions in all the rest of France. 

The name Samuel is a Biblical name that would not be unexpected for Protestant parents to 

give a son.  It was never a name given to Catholic children.  Based on his place of birth, his 

name, and his service in the army of Protestant King Henry in the French Wars of Religion, we 

can safely assume Samuel de Champlain was loyal to the Protestant faith. 

The mother of the child Samuel in the Bible was Hannah.  She was one of the two wives of 

Elkanah.  The rival wife of Hannah was Peninnah.  Peninnah had children but Hannah did not.  

Penninah provoked Hannah until she wept and would not eat.  In much bitterness of soul 

Hannah prayed to God for a son.  But when she had a son, she dedicated him to God.  The 

child was born and grew to be Samuel the prophet.  (See 1 Samuel 1 & 2). 

The choice of the name Samuel for the son of Champlain was fitting for the times.  Hannah 

was a type of the persecuted minority Protestants and Penninah the type of the persecuting 

majority Catholics.  Elkanah the husband of them both was a type of the King of France. 

In the days of Samuel the religious leader Eli was blind and his two priest sons were utterly 

corrupt. (1 Sam. 2 & 3)  The Ark of the LORD was captured by the Philistines (1 Sam. 4-6).  So it 

was in the days of Samuel de Champlain.  The Spirit of God was moving in England, the 

natural enemy of France, and England was on a path to making Protestantism the state 

religion.  In France, the Catholic religion was notoriously corrupt since the Avignon papacy. 
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Samuel grew in grace and the knowledge of the LORD.  God anointed King Saul but he 

disobeyed the commandment of the LORD.  Samuel tried to teach King Saul but he would not 

listen.  Finally King Saul turned on Samuel and threatened him.  God rejected King Saul and 

took the kingdom away from him. Samuel went into exile (1 Sam. 15). 

The typology is not perfect, but we can view King Louis IV as a prophetic type of King Saul.  

Just as Samuel anointed King Saul – King Louis IV began his reign as a Protestant.   

Just as King Saul spared Agag, King Louis IV transgressed the covenant of God and renounced 

Protestantism.  As a Catholic he was embraced and crowned King (1 Sam. 15:10-12).  He 

defended his actions as they brought him popular acceptance (1 Sam. 15:24). 

God did not bless King Louis IV.  He was assassinated and did not see long life.  The Protestant 

line of succession died out in France.  His successor was Marie de Medici, a staunch Catholic, 

who renewed persecution of the Protestants. 

Samuel de Champlain served as a geographer and cartographer in the court of King Louis IV.  

But when Marie de Medici became regent, she cut ties with Samuel de Champlain and his 

Protestant supporters in King Louis IV’s court. 

Like the Samuel of the Bible, Samuel de Champlain went into exile and was seen no more in 

the royal court. 

Samuel de Champlain together with other Protestants took ships and planted enclaves in 

Acadia – the area that is now eastern Canada.  He had many adventures in Canada and 

continued his explorations into the hinterlands. 
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PROPHECY OF JEREMIAH 

“Hear ye the words of this covenant, and speak unto the men of Judah, and to the 

inhabitants of Jerusalem.”  (Jeremiah 11 v 2) 

Samuel de Champlain was called to be a prophet.  The prophecy of Jeremiah says: 

‘Hear ye the words of this covenant, and speak…‘ 

Similar to the Samuel in the Bible, who heard the LORD call ‘Samuel! Samuel!’, and said: 

‘Speak, for your servant is listening…‘  (1 Sam. 3) 

The audience of God’s message through Samuel de Champlain was: 

’…to the men of Judah, and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem’ 

Similar to the Samuel in the Bible, whose audience was the High Priest of Israel: 

‘I will carry out against Eli everything I spoke against his family – from beginning to end.  For 

I told him I would judge his family forever because of the sin he knew about; his sons made 

themselves contemptible, and he failed to restrain them.’  (1 Sam. 3) 

Samuel de Champlain was highly favored by Protestant King Henry IV, who gave him a rich 

pension.  We know that Samuel de Champlain served in King Henry IV’s court.  We also know 

as soon as a Catholic regent came to power, he was turfed out of the court.   

Samuel de Champlain had opportunity to renounce his faith, convert to Catholicism like King 

Henry IV, and maintain his station in society.  He did not.  We deduce his actions were 

supported by his words in the ears of King Henry IV and all the aristocrats close to him: 

’…to the men of Judah’ 

During his time of privilege he spoke the truth of the Biblical covenant to power.  Those words 

would have reached the ears of the Catholic clergy who maintained a presence at the court.  

Thus Samuel de Champlain fulfilled his calling to be a prophet to the High Priest of Israel - the 

Pope of Rome, and his local priestly representatives in the Kingdom of France:   

‘and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem’ 
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SPIRITUAL NUMBER ANALYSIS 

For a mind that has wisdom please read on.  See truth from another perspective. 

PART ONE 

Chapter 11 of Jeremiah is the 80th chapter of The Prophets.   

The spiritual number 80 means ‘Prayer’ or ‘Son of Man’ 

The account of Samuel de Champlain reminds us of the ministry of the ‘Son of Man’ – the 

Lord Jesus – who also made the good confession before Pontius Pilate, the secular ruler; and 

before the High Priest of Solomon’s Temple.   

Because of his confession, Jesus was accused of blasphemy, of claiming to be the Messiah.  

‘Son of Man’ was a Messianic title since the promised Seed of the Woman would appear on 

the earth in human flesh to accomplish the work of redemption on the Cross. 

The number 80 = 10 x 8.   

The spiritual meaning of 80 is: ‘Testimony’ (10) of ‘Holy Man’ (8) 

This is what Samuel de Champlain did.  He testified publically in the court of the ruler of the 

realm that the Lord Jesus is the ‘Holy Man’ and High Priest of the Faith.  This excluded any 

pretenders, the chief one being the Pope of Rome. 

PART TWO 

Jeremiah 11 v 2 is the 19,229th verse in the whole Bible starting at Gen 1 v 1. 

The number 19,229 = 67 x 287 

The spiritual meaning of 67 is ‘Gentiles Praise God’ 

The spiritual meaning of 287 is ‘Unrepentant Die’ 

The message of the gospel is salvation comes only through faith in Christ’s work on the Cross.  

The Pope of Rome has no power to forgive sin because he is not the High Priest of the faith.  

Anyone who puts their trust in Catholic liturgy and obedience to the Pope and his religious 

rituals gains no favor with God.  Such souls must repent and believe the truth or they perish. 
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PART THREE 

Jeremiah 11 v 2 is the 1574th verse of The Prophets starting at Isaiah 1 v 1. 

The number 1574 = 2 x 787 

The spiritual meaning of 2 is ‘Division’ 

The spiritual meaning of 787 is ‘Respect for the Authority of God’ 

Eli was a sinful High Priest who did not discipline or reform his wicked sons.  King Saul did not 

obey the word of the LORD even though King Saul was anointed.  In other words King Saul 

knew the thing he ought to do, but he resisted the Holy Spirit and did not do it. 

Both Eli and King Saul were guilty of ‘Dividing’ (2) ‘Respect for the Authority of God’ (787) 

Samuel and his namesake Samuel de Champlain lived in a time when rebellion had seized the 

hearts and minds of the most influential and powerful persons in the land.  Neither prophet 

shirked from their holy duty to declare the truth of God to power. 

 


