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             1685 AD – ‘JAMES II CROWNED: PARLIAMENT POROGUED’ 

“For thus says the LORD: above the sons and above the daughters that are born 

in this place and above their mothers that bare them and above their fathers 

that begat them in this land.” (Jeremiah 16 v 3) 

EVENTS IN 1685 AD1 

In February 1685 Charles II died after converting to Catholicism on his deathbed.   

Having no legitimate children, Charles II was succeeded by his brother James, who reigned in 

England and Ireland as James II, and in Scotland as James VII.  

There was little initial opposition to his succession, and there were widespread reports of 

public rejoicing at the orderly succession. 

In April 1685 James II was crowned with his wife at Westminster Abbey.  

In May 1685 the new Parliament assembled, which gained the name of "Loyal Parliament", 

was initially favourable to James II, and the new King sent word that even most of the former 

exclusionists would be forgiven if they acquiesced to his rule.   

Most of Charles II's officers continued in office, the exceptions being the promotion of James 

II's brothers-in-law, the Earls of Clarendon and Rochester, and the demotion of Halifax. 

Parliament granted James II a generous life income, including all of the proceeds of tonnage 

and poundage and the customs duties.  James worked harder as king than his brother had, but 

was less willing to compromise when his advisers disagreed. 

REBELLIONS PUT DOWN 

Soon after becoming king, James faced a rebellion in southern England led by his nephew, the 

Duke of Monmouth, and another rebellion in Scotland led by the Earl of Argyll.  Both began 

their expeditions from Holland, where James's nephew and son-in-law, William of Orange, 

had neglected to detain them or put a stop to their recruitment efforts. 
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Argyll sailed to Scotland and, on arriving there, raised recruits from the Campbell clan.  His 

rebellion was quickly crushed, and Argyll was captured.   

Monmouth proclaimed himself King at Lyme Regis on 11 June.  He was unable to gather 

enough rebels to defeat James II's small standing army.  Monmouth attacked at night, in an 

attempt at surprise, but was defeated. 

TRIAL OF THE REBELS  

The King's judges—most notably George Jeffreys - condemned rebels to servitude in the West 

Indies in trials known as the Bloody Assizes.  Some 250 of the rebels were executed.   

Jeffreys browbeat witnesses and juries, cursing his victims, gloating over them and giving guilt 

the benefit of every doubt except where a substantial bribe had been paid.   

In 1686 James II raised Jeffreys to the peerage and made him Lord Chancellor. 

CATHOLIC OFFICERS GIVEN MILITARY COMMANDS 

James II used his dispensing power to allow Roman Catholics to command several regiments 

without having to take the oath (forswearing belief in transubstantiation) mandated by the 

Test Act (which established the oath as a requirement to serve in the armed forces). 

PARLIAMENT POROGUED 

In November, when even the previously supportive Parliament objected to these measures, 

James II ordered Parliament prorogued, never to meet again in his reign. 

HEARERS OF FREE PREACHERS IN OPEN AIR SENTENCED TO DEATH 

James II sent a letter to the Scottish Parliament declaring his wish for penal laws against 

refractory Presbyterians and lamented that he was not there in person to promote such a law.   

In response, the Parliament passed an Act that stated:  

"whoever should preach in a conventicle under a roof, or should attend, either as 

preacher or as a hearer, a conventicle in the open air, should be punished with death 

and confiscation of property" 
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PROPHECY OF JEREMIAH 16 V 3 

“For thus says the LORD: above the sons and above the daughters that are born in this place, 

and above their mothers that bare them, and above their fathers that begat them in this 

land.”  (Jeremiah 16 v 3) 

The prophecy portrays a ‘LORD’ speaking ‘above’ every native son and daughter or mother 

and father in the land.  The Hebrew word (ַע  .’can also be translated ‘upon’ or ‘over (־ל

This verse (year in modern history) pertains to a ‘LORD’ – James II – who appears and ‘over-

speaks’ or ‘over-rules’ everything every man and woman, son and daughter in the land has 

ever believed up to now. 

James II ‘over-ruled’ Parliament- which is the means by which the people ‘speak’ about 

matters of concern – he prorogued it – quenched all public speaking. 

James II ‘over-ruled’ the Laws which Parliament had made in the past – any that did not agree 

with his will at the moment. 

James II ‘over-ruled’ freedom of speech itself: by penalizing anyone who preaches or 

proclaims truth in the open air – starting in Scotland. 

James II quickly began to elevate his own chosen ‘sons and daughters’ to positions of 

authority – commanders of troops, peers in the House of Lords, members of the Privy Council 

– with the purpose of transforming England into his own image. 

We can also view this prophecy from the perspective of God – the ultimate ‘LORD’ of the 

nations, including England – giving his word that all the ‘sons and daughters’ of James II and 

all the ‘mothers and fathers who begat them’ including James II and his father Charles I – will 

be ‘over-ruled’ – their hegemony will be cancelled. 

Thus, at the immediate start, the first year of James II’s reign – it is already decided in the 

mind of God that the Stuart Dynasty will end at James II. 

The abuses of power perpetrated by James II and the calamities that befall nations under 

tyrant Kings like Charles I and James II without a doubt inspired the writers of the American 

Declaration of Independence to enshrine rights into the Constitution which protect freedom 

of conscience, freedom of assembly, and freedom of speech. 
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SPIRITUAL NUMBER ANALYSIS 

For a mind that has wisdom please read on.  See truth from another perspective. 

PART ONE 

Chapter 16 of Jeremiah is the 85th chapter of The Prophets.   

The spiritual number 85 means ‘Holy Communion’ 

James II began to transform England into a Catholic kingdom, master-slave relationship, when 

England was already established as a Protestant communion: a trusted system of balance of 

powers based on shared beliefs, mutual love, respect, and service of all parties on behalf of all 

other parties. 

In the most un-holy way James II trampled on a holy communion.  Such behavior would never 

be blessed in the eyes of God, and as we know from the history that followed, it wasn’t. 

PART TWO 

Jeremiah 16 v 3 is the 19,340th verse in the whole Bible starting at Gen 1 v 1. 

The number 19,340 = 20 x 967 

The spiritual meaning of 20 is ‘Distress’ 

The spiritual meaning of 967 is ‘Rich Ruler Cannot Inherit Eternal Life’ 

Ha!  Can anyone reading these papers, who accepts the spiritual meaning of numbers, 

independently calculated and reported on our website: biblenumbersforlife.com, deny that 

Almighty God is LORD of all history, ancient and modern? 

Here we have a verse in the Bible in the exact place (date) which points to a ‘Rich Ruler Cannot 

Inherit Eternal Life’!  James II!  Not only did his vain Catholic faith in transubstantiated 

offerings on altars in cathedrals preclude him from being born again into the Kingdom of God 

– his reckless arrogance precluded from any ‘everlasting’ kingdom on earth!  His reign as the 

King of England was cut short and he ended up an exile from the land of his birth! 

The 967th chapter of the Bible is Mark chapter 10.  It perfectly fits the context of these events. 
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PART THREE 

Jeremiah 16 v 3 is the 1685th verse of The Prophets starting at Isaiah 1 v 1. 

The number 1685 = 5 x 337 

The spiritual meaning of 5 is ‘Weakness’ 

The spiritual meaning of 337 is ‘Backsliders Swallowed’ 

James II tried to drag England backwards from the progress made in emancipating freedoms 

and achieving a working balance of powers among all the stakeholders in the nation. 

James II did not succeed.  It was he himself who became ‘Backsliders Swallowed’. 


