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             1665 AD – SIN REQUITED: THE GREAT PLAGUE OF LONDON 

“And I will cause them to be abhorrent among all kingdoms of the earth, 

because of Manasseh the son of Hezekiah king of Judah, for what he did in 

Jerusalem.” (Jeremiah 15 v 4) 

EVENTS IN 1665 AD – THE GREAT PLAGUE1 

During the winter of 1664, a bright comet was to be seen in the sky and the people of London 

were fearful, wondering what evil event it portended.  London at that time consisted of a city 

of about 448 acres surrounded by a city wall, which had originally been built to keep out 

raiding bands. There were gates at Ludgate, Newgate, Aldersgate, Cripplegate, Moorgate and 

Bishopsgate and to the south lay the River Thames and London Bridge.  It was a city of great 

contrasts, ranging from large houses for the rich in Whitehall and Covent Garden employing 

several dozen servants, to town houses and timber-framed Tudor houses projecting over the 

streets, to tenements and garrets crowded with the poor people.  

There was no sanitation.  Open drains flowed along the centre of winding streets.  The cobbles 

were slippery with animal dung, rubbish and the slops thrown out of the houses, muddy and 

buzzing with flies in summer and awash with sewage in winter. The City Corporation 

employed "rakers" to remove the worst of the filth and it was transported to mounds outside 

the walls where it accumulated and continued to decompose. The stench was overwhelming 

and people walked around with handkerchiefs or nosegays pressed against their nostrils. 

Some of the city's necessities such as coal arrived by barge, but most came by road.  Carts, 

carriages, horses and pedestrians were crowded together and the gateways in the wall formed 

bottlenecks through which it was difficult to progress.  The London Bridge was even more 

congested. The better-off used hackney carriages and sedan chairs to get to their destinations 

without getting filthy. The poor walked, and might be splashed by the wheeled vehicles and 

drenched by slops being thrown out and water falling from the overhanging roofs. Another 

hazard was the choking black smoke belching forth from factories which made soap, from 

breweries and iron smelters and from about 15,000 houses burning coal. 

                                                           
1
 Source:  Wikipedia – direct quotation 
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Outside the city walls, suburbs had sprung up providing homes for the craftsmen and 

tradespeople who flocked to the already overcrowded city. These were shanty towns with 

wooden shacks and no sanitation. The government had tried to control this development but 

had failed and over a quarter of a million people lived here. Other immigrants had taken over 

fine town houses, vacated by Royalists who had fled the country during the Commonwealth, 

converting them into tenements with different families in every room. These properties were 

soon vandalised and became rat-infested slums. 

There was no duty to report a death to anyone in authority. Instead, each parish appointed 

two or more 'searchers of the dead', whose duty was to inspect a corpse and determine the 

cause of death.  A searcher was entitled to charge a small fee from relatives for each death 

they reported, and so habitually the parish would appoint someone to the post who would 

otherwise be destitute and would be receiving support from the parish poor rate.  Typically 

this meant searchers would be old women who were illiterate, might know little about 

identifying diseases and who would be open to dishonesty.  Searchers would typically learn 

about a death either from the local sexton who had been asked to dig a grave, or from the 

tolling of a church bell.  Anyone who did not report a death to their local church, such as 

Quakers, Anabaptists, other non-Anglican Christians or Jews, frequently did not get included in 

the official records. Searchers during times of plague were required to live apart from the 

community and stay indoors except when performing their duties, for fear of spreading the 

diseases. Outside they should avoid other people and always carry a white stick to warn of 

their occupation. Searchers reported to the Parish Clerk, who made a return each week to the 

Company of Parish Clerks in Brode Lane. Figures were then passed to the Lord Mayor and then 

to the Minister of State once plague became a matter of national concern. The reported 

figures were used to compile the Bills of Mortality, which listed total deaths in each parish and 

whether by plague.  

Graunt recorded the incompetence of the Searchers at identifying true causes of death, 

remarking on the frequent recording of 'consumption' rather than other diseases which were 

recognised then by physicians. He suggested a cup of ale and a doubling of their fee to two 

groats rather than one was sufficient for Searchers to change the cause of death to one more 

convenient for the householders.  No one wished to be known as having had a death by 

plague in their household, and Parish Clerks, too, connived in covering up cases of plague in 

their official returns.  Analysis of the Bills of Mortality during the months plague took hold 
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shows a rise in deaths other than by plague well above the average death rate, which has 

been attributed to misrepresentation of the true cause of death.  

As plague spread a system of quarantine was introduced whereby any house where someone 

had died from plague would be locked up and no one allowed to enter or leave for 40 days. 

This frequently led to the deaths of the other inhabitants, by neglect if not from plague, and 

provided ample incentive not to report the disease. The official returns record 68,596 cases of 

plague, but a reasonable estimate suggests this figure is 30,000 short of the true total.  A 

plague house was marked with a red cross on the door with the words "Lord have mercy upon 

us", and a watchman stood guard outside. 

This outbreak of bubonic plague in England is thought to have spread from the Netherlands, 

where the disease had been occurring intermittently since 1599. It is unclear exactly where 

the disease first struck but the initial contagion may have arrived with Dutch trading ships 

carrying bales of cotton from Amsterdam, which was ravaged by the disease in 1663–1664, 

with a mortality given of 50,000.  

The first areas to be struck are believed to be the dock areas just outside London, and the 

parish of St Giles in the Fields. In both of these localities, poor workers were crowded into ill-

kept structures. Two suspicious deaths were recorded in St. Giles parish in December 1664 

and another in February 1665. These did not appear as plague deaths on the Bills of Mortality, 

so no control measures were taken by the authorities, but the total number of people dying in 

London during the first four months of 1665 showed a marked increase.  By the end of April 

only four plague deaths had been recorded, two in the parish of St. Giles, but total deaths per 

week had risen from around 290 to 398. 

With the arrival of warmer weather, the disease began to take a firmer hold.  In the week 2–9 

May there were three recorded deaths in the parish of St Giles, four in neighbouring St 

Clement Danes and one each in St Andrew, Holborn and St Mary Woolchurch Haw.  Only the 

last was actually inside the city walls.   

A Privy Council committee was formed to investigate methods to best prevent the spread of 

plague, and measures were introduced to close some of the ale houses in affected areas and 

limit the number of lodgers allowed in a household.  In the city the Lord Mayor issued a 
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proclamation that all householders must diligently clean the streets outside their property, 

which was a householder's responsibility, not a state one.  

Matters just became worse, and Aldermen were instructed to find and punish those failing 

their duty.  As cases in St. Giles began to rise, an attempt was made to quarantine the area 

and constables were instructed to inspect everyone wishing to travel and contain inside 

vagrants or suspect persons. 

People began to be alarmed. Samuel Pepys, who had an important position at the Admiralty, 

stayed in London and provided a contemporary account of the plague through his diary.  On 

30 April he wrote: "Great fears of the sickness here in the City it being said that two or three 

houses are already shut up. God preserve us all!"  

By July 1665, plague was rampant in the City of London. King Charles II of England, his family 

and his court left the city for Salisbury, moving on to Oxford in September when some cases of 

plague occurred in Salisbury.  

The aldermen and most of the other city authorities opted to stay at their posts. The Lord 

Mayor of London, Sir John Lawrence, also decided to stay in the city. Businesses were closed 

when merchants and professionals fled.   

Defoe wrote "Nothing was to be seen but wagons and carts, with goods, women, servants, 

children, coaches filled with people of the better sort, and horsemen attending them, and all 

hurrying away".  As the plague raged throughout the summer, only a small number of 

clergymen, physicians and apothecaries remained to cope with an increasingly large number 

of victims.  

The poorer people were also alarmed by the contagion and some left the city, but it was not 

easy for them to abandon their accommodation and livelihoods for an uncertain future 

elsewhere.  Before exiting through the city gates, they were required to possess a certificate 

of good health signed by the Lord Mayor and these became increasingly difficult to obtain.  

As time went by and the numbers of plague victims rose, people living in the villages outside 

London began to resent this exodus and were no longer prepared to accept townsfolk from 

London, with or without a certificate. The refugees were turned back, were not allowed to 

pass through towns and had to travel across country, and were forced to live rough on what 
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they could steal or scavenge from the fields. Many died in wretched circumstances of 

starvation and thirst in the hot summer that was to follow. 

In the last week of July, the London Bill of Mortality showed 3,014 deaths, of which 2,020 had 

died from the plague. The number of deaths as a result of plague may have been 

underestimated, as deaths in other years in the same period were much lower, at around 300.  

As the number of victims affected mounted up, burial grounds became overfull, and pits were 

dug to accommodate the dead. Drivers of dead-carts travelled the streets calling "Bring out 

your dead" and carted away piles of bodies. The authorities became concerned that the 

number of deaths might cause public alarm and ordered that body removal and interment 

should take place only at night.   

As time went on, there were too many victims, and too few drivers, to remove the bodies 

which began to be stacked up against the walls of houses.  Daytime collection was resumed 

and the plague pits became mounds of decomposing corpses.  In the parish of Aldgate, a great 

hole was dug near the churchyard, fifty feet long and twenty feet wide.  Digging was 

continued by labourers at one end while the dead-carts tipped in corpses at the other.  When 

there was no room for further extension it was dug deeper until ground water was reached at 

twenty feet. When finally covered with earth it housed 1,114 corpses. 

Trade and business had completely dried up, and the streets were empty of people except for 

the dead-carts and the desperate dying victims. That people did not starve was down to the 

foresight of Sir John Lawrence and the Corporation of London who arranged for a commission 

of one farthing to be paid above the normal price for every quarter of corn landed in the Port 

of London.   

Another food source was the villages around London which, denied of their usual sales in the 

capital, left vegetables in specified market areas, negotiated their sale by shouting, and 

collected their payment after the money had been left submerged in a bucket of water to 

"disinfect" the coins. 

Records state that plague deaths in London and the suburbs crept up over the summer from 

2,000 people per week to over 7,000 per week in September. These figures are likely to be a 

considerable underestimate. Many of the sextons and parish clerks who kept the records 
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themselves died.  Quakers refused to co-operate and many of the poor were just dumped into 

mass graves unrecorded.   

It is not clear how many people caught the disease and made a recovery because only deaths 

were recorded and many records were destroyed in the Great Fire of London the following 

year.  In the few districts where intact records remain, plague deaths varied between 30% and 

over 50% of the total population. 

Though concentrated in London, the outbreak affected other areas of the country as well. 

Perhaps the most famous example was the village of Eyam in Derbyshire. The plague allegedly 

arrived with a merchant carrying a parcel of cloth sent from London, although this is a 

disputed point. The villagers imposed quarantine on themselves to stop the further spread of 

the disease.  This prevented the disease from moving into surrounding areas but the cost to 

the village was the death of around 80% of its inhabitants over a period of fourteen months. 

PROPHECY OF JEREMIAH 15 V 4 

“And I will cause them to be abhorrent among all kingdoms of the earth, because of 

Manasseh the son of Hezekiah king of Judah, for what he did in Jerusalem.”  (Jer. 15 v 4) 

The ‘Manasseh’ in the prophecy is ‘the son of Hezekiah’.  However, the tribe of Manasseh is 

prophetic of Great Britain (see our paper ‘Amos Prophetic of Great Britain’) so it is totally 

appropriate that the name Manasseh appears in the context of this prophecy. 

We can take ‘Hezekiah’ in the prophecy to be Oliver Cromwell, and ‘the son of Hezekiah’ (or 

the head of the government of Great Britain after him) to be Charles II.  Likewise, we can take 

‘Sennacherib’ - the boastful foreign King who defied the God of Israel – to also be Charles II – 

but in his incarnation as spiritual head of Great Britain. 

Sennacherib said: 

‘But if ye say unto me: ‘We trust in the LORD our God’: is not that He, whose high places and 

whose altars Hezekiah hath taken away, and hath said to Judah and Jerusalem, Ye shall 

worship before this altar in Jerusalem?’ (2 Kings 18:22) 

https://biblenumbers.files.wordpress.com/2015/07/amos-prophetic-of-great-britain-v2.pdf
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True to our prophetic interpretation Hezekiah [Oliver Cromwell] did take away the high places 

and altars by not accepting the invitation to be King and leaving the position of head of the 

Anglican Church empty [for God to fill]. 

As we showed in our paper 1660 AD, the prophecy of Isaiah that Sennacherib [Charles II] 

would return the way he came was fulfilled when Charles II fled [Jerusalem] London and 

retreated to [Nineveh] Oxford – which was the place where his father Charles I held his Court 

at the outset of the English Civil War (see our paper 1642 AD). 

Isaiah prophesied that because of his contempt for the LORD our God – Sennacherib would 

flee without a spear or shield in view.  So, the plague of 1665 in London, which caused Charles 

II to flee, was fulfilled.  In addition Scripture says the Angel of the LORD killed 185,000 men in 

the Army of Assyria.  The plague of 1665/66 in London is estimated to have killed 100,000 but 

official records grossly underestimated deaths for a variety of reasons (see underlined 

sentences in the description of the Great Plague above).  The figure could have been easily as 

high as 185,000.  The population of London is estimated to have been between 250,000 and 

460,000.  Plague mortality was 30% to 50%.  A death toll from the 1665 Great Plague of 

London of 185,000 is within the possible range. 

‘And I will cause them to be abhorrent among all kingdoms of the earth’ 

Surely an epic plague of this degree would have been known far and wide on the earth. 

It is important to understand, just as the sin of Sennacherib was contempt for the LORD our 

God, the sin of King Manasseh was as well, and the judgment was equally severe: 

‘But they hearkened not: and Manasseh seduced them to do more evil than did the nations 

whom the LORD destroyed before the children of Israel.  And the LORD spoke by his 

servants the prophets, saying: Because Manasseh king of Judah hath done these 

abominations, and hath done wickedly above all that the Amorites did, which were before 

him, and hath made Judah also to sin with his idols:  Therefore thus says the LORD God of 

Israel, Behold, I am bringing such evil upon Jerusalem and Judah, that whosoever hears of it, 

both his ears shall tingle   And I will stretch over Jerusalem the line of Samaria, and the 

plummet of the house of Ahab: and I will wipe Jerusalem as a man wipes a dish, wiping it, 

and turning it upside down.’ (2 Kings 21:8-12) 

https://biblenumbers.files.wordpress.com/2015/08/1660-ad.pdf
https://biblenumbers.files.wordpress.com/2015/08/1642-ad.pdf
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We note that even in 2 Kings 21, which is the condemnation of the Manasseh, King of Judah, 

that the Lord refers to the Amorites, who the historic tribe of Manasseh drove out in the 

conquest of the Promised Land. 

Here is double confirmation that the Prophecy of Isaiah refers to Charles II [prophetic King of 

Judah] of Great Britain [prophetic tribe of Manasseh]. 

Bottom Line:  The 1665 Great Plague of London was the result of the sin of Charles II 

ascending the throne and taking headship of the Anglican Church [away from God].  Irony of 

ironies:  Charles II was the great usurper!  Not Oliver Cromwell! 

SPIRITUAL NUMBER ANALYSIS 

For a mind that has wisdom please read on.  See truth from another perspective. 

PART ONE 

Chapter 15 of Jeremiah is the 84th chapter of The Prophets.   

The spiritual number 84 means ‘Court of the LORD’ 

The historic Kings of Judah did not believe that God would wipe their nation and their capital 

city off the map.  But Scripture is emphatic that God does sit in the ‘Court of the LORD’ and 

judge all people.  This did not cease at the Cross.  Great Britain was judged for the sin of its 

King in 1665. 

PART TWO 

Jeremiah 15 v 4 is the 19,320th verse in the whole Bible starting at Gen 1 v 1. 

The number 19,320 = 23 x 840 

The spiritual meaning of 23 is ‘Death’ 

The spiritual meaning of 840 is ‘Attack Peaceful Israel See Angry God’ 

Here is the number 84 again, in the number 840.  Sennacherib threatened Judah and 

Jerusalem ‘Attack Peaceful Israel’ and threw contempt on the LORD our God to protect his 

people.  The punishment for the sin of bold clarion insolence to the LORD our God is ‘Death’. 
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PART THREE 

Jeremiah 15 v 4 is the 1665th verse of The Prophets starting at Isaiah 1 v 1. 

The number 1665 = 9 x 185 

The spiritual meaning of 9 is ‘Judgment’ 

The spiritual meaning of 185 is ‘Crooked Generation’ 

The 185th chapter of the Bible is Deuteronomy 32: 

They have corrupted themselves.  Their spot is not the spot of his children: they are a 

perverse and crooked generation.   

Do ye thus requite the LORD, O foolish people and unwise?  Is not he thy father that hath 

bought thee?  Has he not made thee, and established thee? 

For they are a nation void of counsel, neither is there any understanding in them. 

O that they were wise, that they understood this: they would consider their latter end! 


