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1559 AD –  QUEEN ELIZABETH REASSEMBLES THE RELIGIONS 

“He has made the earth by his power, he has established the world by his 

wisdom, and has stretched out the heavens by his discretion.”                       

(Jeremiah 10 v 12) 

THE SHORT REIGN OF CATHOLIC QUEEN MARY 

In 1547 Edward VI was crowned King of England at age nine.  He was the son of Henry VIII. 

Edward VI was raised as a Protestant.  He took interest in religious matters and the church in 

England reformed.  Under the influence of Thomas Cranmer, Archbishop of Canterbury, 

Edward VI abolished clerical celibacy, the Mass, and saying of rites in Latin. 

In 1553 at age 15 it was discovered Edward had a terminal illness.  The next closest successors 

were Edward’s half-sisters Mary and Elizabeth.  Mary was the child of Henry VIII’s first wife 

Catherine of Aragon.  She was a convinced Catholic.  Elizabeth was the child of Henry VIII’s 

second wife Anne Boleyn.  She was a convinced Protestant. 

Mary was crowned Queen and restored England to Catholicism.  She put the leading men in 

the Church in prison, abolished Edward VI’s reforms, and revived the Heresy Acts.  Under the 

Heresy Acts numerous Protestants were burned at the stake.  Around 800 rich Protestants 

exiled themselves.  Bishops Ridley and Latimer were burned at the stake.   

Mary’s cruel enforcement of Catholic orthodoxy raised anti-Catholic sentiment.  She became 

known as ‘Bloody Mary’.  In 1558 Mary died of influenza.  She reigned for only five years. 

QUEEN ELIZABETH REASSEMBLES THE RELIGIONS 

In 1558 Elizabeth became Queen and quickly re-established the Church of England as 

Protestant.  In 1559 the Religious Settlement was enacted through Parliament.  The Church of 

England became independent of the Church of Rome with Elizabeth as Supreme Governor. 

In 1559 the Act of Uniformity re-established the Book of Common Prayer and other reforms.  

However, Catholic bishops in the House of Lords resisted attempts to cut away Catholic 

traditions such as celibate priesthood, wearing vestments, images, celebrating communion on 

an altar.  Kneeling to receive communion and the ‘real and essential presence’ were continued 

as practices and doctrines.   
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The Church of England became a Sphinx: Head of a Woman (Elizabeth – Supreme Governor), 

Body of a Lion (People in it Protestant), Feet of a Bear (Walks like a Catholic). 

THE DISCRETION OF ELIZABETH 

Elizabeth was the progenitor of the English stiff upper lip.  She epitomized self-restraint and 

fearlessness in the face of dangers.  Her motto was ‘video et taceo’ – “I see, I say nothing”. 

She proved her fortitude and resilience when the Spanish sent an armada to invade England. 

She proved her strength of character by not implementing reprisals on the Catholics who had 

burned at the stake the clergy she sympathized with.  She rose above her emotions and 

looked to the best for her people and her monarchy, not her own interests. 

A few short years after her reassembly of the two competing religions in England into a new 

religion – one her people and her nobles and her clergy could tolerate (if they bit their lip) - 

the French began a civil war over religion that lasted 35 years and killed 2 to 4 million people.  

See our paper ‘1562 AD’.   

Having experienced for themselves the tyranny of Queen Mary, the English were now 

witnesses of what happened to France when the Catholics and Huguenots could not be 

reconciled.  The worth of having a firm but tolerant monarch like Queen Elizabeth was 

displayed before English eyes. 

PROPHECY OF JEREMIAH 10 V 12 

“He has made the earth by his power, he has established the world by his wisdom, and has 

stretched out the heavens by his discretion.”  (Jeremiah 10 v 12) 

The Hebrew word translated ‘discretion’ means: reason, intelligence, understanding.  The 

prophecy suggests the year that England approved measures for a new composite religion to 

replace the two competing religions it was a feat comparable to God’s marvellous wisdom. 

Religion is vanity.  It has no merit in God’s eyes.  However, religions can drive people at each 

other’s throats.  The religious compromise that became the Church of England was nothing to 

glory about.  Like all religions, it too was a vanity.  But the invention kept a lid on the 

animosities of the members of the original religions – therefore it saved lives.  God calls that a 

wise move. 
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SPIRITUAL NUMBER ANALYSIS 

For a mind that has wisdom please read on.  See truth from another perspective. 

PART ONE 

Chapter 10 of Jeremiah is the 79th chapter of The Prophets.   

The spiritual number 79 means ‘Martyrs’.   

The spiritual number 10 means ‘Testimony’  

This period in history is marked by the sacrifices of men who did not deny their creed and so 

were burned at the stake.  In one sense they died in vain because religion is a vanity – and the 

creeds of religion are all vanities.  The words of men and the organizations of men are not 

worth dying for.  Yet if you take a vow you must honor it.  For that they should be respected. 

Elizabeth is true martyr in this story.  She suppressed her will and her power – died to herself - 

and consulted with parliament and with the House of Lords to enact legislation that was 

greatly distasteful to her, but which brought a valuable peace to her kingdom.  As a Protestant 

it must have been galling for Elizabeth to attend services supervised by priests in Catholic 

vestments.  She swallowed her pride and submitted herself to the will of the people regarding 

this new religion.  Such indignity Mary could not bear.  By God’s grace Elizabeth did. 

PART TWO 

Jeremiah 10 v 12 is the 19,214th verse in the whole Bible starting at Gen 1 v 1. 

The number 19,214 = 26 x 739 

The spiritual meaning of 26 is ‘Gospel’ 

The spiritual meaning of 739 is ‘Beacon of Light’  

What is the gospel?  It is to believe Jesus died and rose from the dead and to confess ‘Jesus is 

Lord’ to the glory of God the Father.  A person like Elizabeth who submits to a higher royalty 

than her own and obeys the command of Jesus to ‘love one another’ is truly a ‘Beacon of 

Light’ on this earth.   
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PART THREE 

Jeremiah 10 v 12 is the 1,559th verse of The Prophets starting at Isaiah 1 v 1. 

The number 1,559 = [246th prime]  

The spiritual meaning of 246 is ‘False Messiah Reigns’ 

The spiritual meaning of 1559 is ‘The Rich Ruler is Not My Savior’. 

The Pope of Rome is a False Messiah.  The reigning monarch of England who is the ‘Supreme 

Governor’ is a False Messiah.  Popes and Kings and Queens are mortals.  They die and are 

replaced.  The true Messiah cannot die (this happened once already at the Cross).  The true 

Messiah’s reign is eternal.  His Kingdom is everlasting.  He sits on the highest throne in Heaven 

impervious to any scandal, or accusation, or attack.  He is the one and only true Messiah: 

Jesus Christ our LORD. 

While Jesus is in Heaven and his saints wait for the end to come, there are rich kings and rich 

popes who rule over kingdoms and empires and religions here on earth.  Christians are to 

obey those in authority over lands, like presidents and kings and their officials.  Christians are 

not to partake in religious organizations.  The work of the Cross removed the value of 

offerings in temples or religious duties.  Yet, all persons in authority must be respected – even 

persons in authority in religions.  No human on earth today in a position of authority can save 

a human soul from eternal damnation.  The rich may be rulers – some foolish like Mary, some 

wise like Elizabeth - but they are never Saviors. 

 


