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                               Bible Commentary – 1 Corinthians – Chapter 9 

We present to you our commentary on 1 Corinthians.  In our study we will make use of the usual tools 

of exegesis but we will also support our conclusions by making reference to numerical clues in the 

Scripture.  Our purpose is to show how spiritual numbers can be a valuable study aid.  You will find a 

chapter by chapter exegesis of this book on Page 99 BIBLE of www.biblenumbersforlife.com 

COMMENTARY 

Summary of main points in the text:   

 ‘If we have sown spiritual seed among you is it too much if we reap a material harvest?’ (v.11) 

 ‘we did not use this right … we put up with anything rather than hinder the gospel’ (v.12) 

 ‘The Lord has commanded those who preach the gospel should receive their living from the 

gospel.  But I have not used any of these rights.’ (v.14) 

 ‘If I preach voluntarily, I have a reward … what reward? … to win as many as possible’ (v.17-19) 

 ‘Though I am free and belong to no man, I make myself a slave to everyone to win many‘ (v.19) 

 ‘… in a race all the runners run, but only one gets the prize.  Run … to get the prize’ (v.24) 

 ‘I beat my body and make it my slave … so I will not be disqualified for the prize.’ (v.27) 

 

Parallel passage (Numbers 25) 

1 Corinthians 9 is the 142nd chapter of the New Testament.   

Numbers 25 is the 142nd chapter of the Bible.  Numbers 25 is the account of Moab seducing Israel.  

After the men indulged in sexual immorality with the Moabite women they invited the men to pagan 

sacrifices to their gods.  The LORD said ‘take the leaders of these people, kill them, and expose them in 

broad daylight’ so the LORD’s fierce anger might turn away from Israel.  But Moses said to Israel’s 

judges ‘put to death those of your men who have worshipped Baal of Peor.’ 

An Israelite man brought a Midianite woman before the assembly while they were weeping for their 

lost sons.  Phinehas the priest left the assembly took a spear in his hand and followed the Israelite into 

a tent.  He drove a spear through both of them – through the Israelite into the woman’s body.  The 

plague stopped but 24,000 died in that plague. 

The LORD said ‘Phinehas was as zealous as I am for my honor among them’.  Therefore ‘I am making 

my covenant of peace with him.  He and his descendants will have a lasting priesthood, because he was 

zealous for the honor of his God.’ 

Then the LORD said “Treat the Midianites as enemies and kill them, because they treated you as 

enemies when they deceived you in the affair of Peor and their sister Cozbi’. 
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Interpretation of the parallel passage: 

Judgment ought always to be sober.  When passions are stirred justice often goes out the window 

and rash decisions are made with life and death consequences. 

The LORD says to Moses to ‘have the leaders of the people killed and their dead bodies exposed in 

broad daylight’.  Notice that the LORD is judging the heads of the all the tribes for the sins of these 

men regardless of which tribe the men belonged.  At the same time a plague breaks out in the 

congregation and 24,000 souls who were not involved in the sin of Peor die.  Surprisingly, the LORD 

does not even ask to have the ones who committed the sexual immorality punished. 

Did the LORD make a rash decision?  All the heads of the tribes are ordered to be killed and their 

bodies desecrated for the sins of others?  Thousands of members of the congregation die of plague 

because of the sins of others?  The ones who committed the sin suffer no consequences? 

To a Western viewpoint the LORD’s response doesn’t make sense.  We see justice on an individual 

basis.  For certain sins, the LORD sees it differently.  He sees all the children of Israel as one person.  

Furthermore, he relates to Israel through the leaders of the community.  So, regardless of who did the 

crime, the community must be chastised and accountability starts at the top with leaders. 

Moses made a rash decision.  Moses ignored the command of the LORD and instructed the leaders of 

the tribes to kill the perpetrators of the crime: ‘put to death those of your men who have worshipped 

Baal of Peor’.  Moses used his own sense of right and wrong to over-rule the LORD.  As a result of the 

rash decision of Moses, all the perpetrators of the crime died who otherwise might have lived!  Moses 

was responsible for mass murder.  Furthermore, the plague did not stop because the command of the 

LORD had not been obeyed. 

Phinehas made a rash decision.  Moses and the elders of Israel are conferring as to what to do.  

Everyone in the congregation is weeping out of grief for all the sons Moses had put to death.  An 

Israelite brings a Midianite woman into the congregation.  Without investigating who the woman is 

(she was the daughter of a chief) or her purpose in coming (possibly to discuss a treaty or some other 

diplomatic errand), Phinehas assumed that she was one of the wicked women who led the Israelites 

into sin.  He took a spear and chased them into a tent.  The Israelite man tried to protect his guest, but 

Phinehas ran both of them through with a spear.  Neither of the individuals Phinehas killed were ones 

the LORD commanded should die for the sin of Peor.  Phinehas was guilty of double homicide. 

The plague stopped.  The LORD said Phinehas ‘made atonement for the Israelites’.  In other words, 

Phinehas sacrificed two innocent people1 as a sin offering to the LORD!  Here we have a powerful 

foreshadowing of the sacrifice of Christ, who was without sin (wholly innocent) and by his death made 

                                                           
1
 Zimri represents Jesus.  Cozbi represents Gentile martyrs in the last days (red heifer sacrifice). 
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atonement for the sins of the people.  For further prophetic implications of the actions of Phinehas and 

the identity of Zimri and Cozbi, please refer to our paper ‘The Red Heifer’ on Page 4.0 PROPHECY. 

Phinehas received a commendation from the LORD: ‘He and his descendants will have a covenant of a 

lasting priesthood’.  He was rewarded because his actions proved he had zeal for the LORD. 

Moses received no reward.  The silence (lack of commendation for Moses) seems to shout that the 

rash decision of Moses to over-rule the command of the LORD meant he would not receive an 

everlasting reward as Phinehas did.  The descendants of Moses would not stand before the LORD for 

all generations.  Moses had two sons by a Midianite wife: Gershom and Eliezer.  1st Chronicles 23 

records that Gershom’s first son was Shubael and Eliezer’s first son was Rehabiah.  We read that 

Rehabiah had many sons but their names were not written.  The implication is the physical 

descendants of Moses multiplied but no one of his spiritual calibre ever succeeded him. 

Application to the passage of 1 Corinthians 9 

Jesus said: “You have heard it said ‘Love your neighbor and hate your enemy’.  But I tell you to pray for 

those who persecute you, that you may be sons of your father in heaven. … If you love those who 

love you what reward will you get?” (Matt. 5:43-46)  And again he said: “Be careful not to do your 

‘acts of righteousness before men, to be seen by them.  If you do you will have no reward from your 

father in heaven.  So when you give to the needy do not announce it with trumpets as the hypocrites 

do in the synagogues and on the streets to be honored by men.  I tell you the truth they have received 

their reward in full.” (Matt. 6:1-2) 

Moses hated his enemies, which in this story were the Israelites who indulged in immorality with the 

daughters of Moab.  Moses ordered that they be killed and so was guilty of mass murder.  Moses lost 

his reward.  Unlike Phinehas, Moses was given no line of descendants to stand before the LORD. 

Paul wrote twelve books in the New Testament.  He is a type of Moses (who wrote the Torah).  When 

Paul studied the account of Numbers 25 God showed him even apostles could lose their eternal reward 

if they behaved like Moses.  We are not saying here that Paul would lose his salvation; we are saying 

that in the next life rewards are conditional on the sacrificial love we demonstrate in this life.   

In 1 Corinthians 9 Paul is in pains to explain to Christians, especially to those called into ministry that:   

in order to receive eternal rewards from the Father, we must accept no recompense in this life. 

Paul described the pains he took to ensure he as a minister was not disqualified to receive a reward: 

 He did not even accept food and drink from the saints (v.4) 

 He did not take a wife for his own comfort (v.5)  

 He did not take any financial collections from the saints for his own support (v.11) 
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 He did not accept any honorarium for public speaking (v.17) 

 He was scrupulous in holding to these standards, making no exceptions (v.15) 

Every Christian worker must decide for himself how he will serve the Lord.  Whether he will be a 

hireling or whether he will offer his life in service to the saints sacrificially.  Paul is the example of the 

life that pleases the Father.  Paul was a tent-maker.  While he ministered to the saints in Corinth, he 

worked with his own hands to provide his own means and was no burden to them in any way. 

Paul also knew there would be a reward in this life for sacrificial service.  That the gospel would not be 

hindered (v.12) and the harvest of souls for God would be great. 

Now tremble at this thought:  if a Christian worker accepts pay and the gospel is hindered so that 

souls are lost to eternity, is he not like Moses guilty of mass murder?  Would the Father in heaven 

reward such a one?  Now we understand why Paul said ‘I would rather die’ than lose my reward. 

Spiritual Numbers 

1 Corinthians 9 is the 142nd chapter in the New Testament.  The number 142 means ‘Rash Judgment’.   

1 Corinthians 9 is the 1,071st book in the Bible.  The number 1,071 = 21 x 51. The number 1,071 means: 

‘Lawlessness’ (21) <or> ‘Father’s Praise’ (51).  There is no middle ground.  Either our life is lived to the 

glory of God (Father’s praise) or our life is to the glory of Man (lawlessness).  Before anyone decides to 

serve the LORD he must count the cost.  There is no such thing as a servant of God that pleases the 

Father who gets rewarded in this life. 

The first verse in 1 Corinthians 9 is the 177th verse in the book.  The number 177 means ‘Trample 

Poor’.  The last verse in 1 Corinthians 9 is the 203rd verse in the book.  The number 203 means ‘Enemy 

Strengthened’.   There are 27 verses in 1 Corinthians 9.  The number 27 means ‘Holy Truth’.  The one 

who goes forth in Christ’s name but seeks his own glory and demands that believers provide for his 

support is guilty of trampling the poor: God will not bless him with a harvest of souls.  In fact, the 

prostitute church with its hireling ministers actually strengthens God’s spiritual enemy.  This is the Holy 

Truth – don’t think you can argue your way around it or justify any other practice than Paul’s example 

of Christian ministry. 


