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                               Bible Commentary – 1 Corinthians – Chapter 8 

We present to you our commentary on 1 Corinthians.  In our study we will make use of the usual tools 

of exegesis but we will also support our conclusions by making reference to numerical clues in the 

Scripture.  Our purpose is to show how spiritual numbers can be a valuable study aid.  You will find a 

chapter by chapter exegesis of this book on Page 99 BIBLE of www.biblenumbersforlife.com 

COMMENTARY 

Summary of main points in the text:   

 ‘Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up.’ (v.1) 

 ‘About eating food sacrificed to idols … an idol is nothing and there is no God but one’ (v.4) 

 ‘But food does not bring us near to God; … no worse if we do not eat, no better if we do’ (v.8) 

 ‘Be careful that your freedom does not become a stumbling block for the weak’ (v.9) 

 ‘This weak brother, for whom Christ died, is destroyed by your knowledge.’ (v.11) 

 ‘When you sin in this way and wound their weak conscience you sin against Christ’ (v.12) 

 ‘If what I eat causes my brother to fall into sin, I will never eat meat again’ (v.13) 

 

Parallel passage (Numbers 24) 

1 Corinthians 8 is the 141st chapter of the New Testament.   

Numbers 24 is the 141st chapter of the Bible.  Numbers 24 is the account of the third set of seven 

perverse altars (see our study on 1 Corinthians 7) offered by Balaam and Balak on Mount Peor, which 

overlooks the wasteland.  In the third oracle Balaam blesses the children of Israel again: ‘how lovely 

are your tents O Jacob’ and ‘like valleys spread out’ and ‘like gardens beside a river’ and ‘like cedars 

beside waters’ and ‘may those who bless you be blessed and may those who curse you be cursed’. 

When he heard this Balak burned with anger and clapped his hands together.  He tells Balaam ‘I have 

summoned you to curse my enemies and now you have blessed them three times.  Leave at once and 

go home’. 

Balaam turns to him and prophesies: ‘A star will rise out of Jacob … crush the foreheads of Moab … the 

skulls of the noisy boasters’ and ‘Edom will be conquered … Seir [Jacob’s] enemy conquered’.  Balak 

and Balaam go their separate ways. 

Interpretation of the parallel passage: 

Balak is unteachable.  He has stood and listened intently to the prophet Balaam speak the words of 

God.  Yet, the words of Balaam are not the words he wants to hear and so he rejects them. 
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To revisit the typology of these historical figures:  Israel represents the Corinthians (free believers);  

Moab represents man’s religion -  communities of the faithful dominated by a man who has authority 

over them (enslaved believers); and Balaam represents the hirelings who serve in the sorcery religion 

of man’s control.  For an explanation of how we arrived at these types please see our study on 1 

Corinthians 6. 

Paid professional preachers (Balaam) who speak from pulpits of man’s religion (Moab) are wasting 

their breath.  Their listeners will not hear what they preach.  Even if those hirelings make lofty 

speeches of the blessings of freedom in Christ, the bondage of the religion they are trapped in testifies 

against them and nullifies their words. 

The prison warden can assemble the prisoners in the yard and proclaim to them: ‘you are free!’  But 

the captives will not hear his words because they know they are not free, they are prisons in a jail. 

     

Application to the passage of 1 Corinthians 8 

Paul puts the shoe on the other foot.  Whereas Balaam spoke to the King of Moab, who represents 

enslaved believers, Paul addresses his message to the free believers. 

Paul says ‘Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up’.  Balaam loved the stage.  He loved having the King 

of Moab and all the princes of Moab stand at attention and listen to him.  Notice that Balaam’s three 

speeches did not draw his hearers closer to God.  In fact, the entire purpose of them was to draw his 

hearers closer to Balaam!  His words puffed himself up and described the magnificence of his person: 

 ‘The oracle of Balaam son of Beor’ – his credentials: he is a follower of another teacher of men 

 ‘the oracle of one who sees clearly’ – Paul humbly admitted ‘we see through a glass darkly’ 

 ‘the oracle of one who hears the words of God’ – Moses has nothing on this sorcerer! 

 ‘who has knowledge of the Most High’ – David cried: ‘My God – why are you so far from me’ 

 ‘who sees a vision of the Almighty’ – Sheer heresy.  ‘No one has ever seen God’ (John 1:18) 

Paul’s message in 1 Corinthians 8 was intended to draw the attention of free Christians away from 

words, away from ‘knowledge’, and direct it to the importance of their behavior within the community.   



mark h lane  www.biblenumbersforlife.com 

 
3 | P a g e  

 

The example Paul chose was eating food sacrificed to idols.  He warned the stronger believers to pay 

attention to what they eat in the presence of a weaker brother who might be stumbled by it. 

Balaam came by his profession honestly (sic).  Balaam describes himself as an Aramean (Num. 23:7) 

which means his family roots were in Syria.  It does not say in the Bible but Jewish tradition teaches 

Balaam’s father Beor was a direct descendant of Laban the Syrian.  Laban hired the free man Jacob to 

tend his sheep.  However it was not long before Laban considered Jacob his slave, his possession: “The 

women are my daughters, the children are my children, and the flocks are my flocks” (Gen. 31:43).  

Laban was also a sorcerer.  We know this from his statement to Jacob “I have learned this by 

divination” (Gen. 30:27).  The word ‘divination’ in Hebrew comes from the same root word as 

‘serpent’.  Therefore we conclude Laban was a servant of the Evil One and through his idols (Gen. 

31:19) was a servant of the Serpent.  Whether Beor was related by blood to Laban or not, they were 

both children of the Devil!  Satan used both of these ‘false brothers’ to terrorize and imprison the 

children who served Jehovah. 

Spiritual Numbers 

1 Corinthians 8 is the 141st chapter in the New Testament.  The number 141 means ‘Teachable’.  Free 

Christians are teachable and Enslaved Believers are not teachable.  We know they are not teachable 

because they do not take up their freedom and leave organized religion. 

1 Corinthians 8 is the 1,070th book in the Bible.  The number 1,070 means ‘Testimony’ (10) of ‘Cry to 

God in Distress’ (107).  How pathetic are those captives in the prison of religion.  They must gather 

courage to leave the prison while at the same time their faith is being destroyed in the prison. 

The first verse in 1 Corinthians 8 is the 164th verse in the book.  The number 164 means ‘Apostate 

Religion’.  The last verse in 1 Corinthians 8 is the 176th verse in the book.  The number 176 means 

‘Illegitimate Birth’.   There are 33 verses in 1 Corinthians 8.  The number 33 means ‘Scattered 

Remnant’.  What crimes are perpetrated by religion in the name of God!  Religion leads naturally to 

apostasy and unbelief.  We know because true believers will eventually leave and become the 

‘Scattered Remnant’.  Those who are familiar with the trappings of religion and want to perpetuate 

religion will stay.  Before long the physical children of those unbelievers are blessed by their religion as 

holy even though they are not holy at all but as carnal as sin.  Infant baptism is the fulfillment of the 

prophecy of ‘Illegitimate Birth’ encoded in the spiritual numbers of 1 Corinthians 8.  Paul discouraged 

marriage in 1 Corinthians 7.  Why?  Because his desire was for spiritual children to be added to their 

number; physical children born to believers are not automatically members the household of God. 

FOOTNOTE 1 

The spiritual numbers in this chapter correspond to numbers associated with the beast and false 

prophet.  The ultimate hope of Satan’s evil scheme of religion is to rule Christendom completely. 
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FOOTNOTE 2 

It says in Genesis 36 that the first King of Edom was “Bela son of Beor” (v.32).  Israel was not the only 

community terrorized by sorcerers who sought to lord it over the people.  The Kings of Edom were not 

as far as we know ethnically related to the descendants of Esau.  This helps to explain why Edom would 

not permit Israel passage through their land on the King’s Highway even though they were closely 

related by blood.  The spirit of freedom (Jehovah) and the spirit of enslavement (Serpent) are 

incompatible.  Beware to any Christians who put themselves in submission to religion and the rule of 

men!  As Balaam prophesied, God will eventually destroy man’s religion “Edom will be conquered”.  Do 

not be caught up in it. 


