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                               Bible Commentary – 1 Corinthians – Chapter 6 

We present to you our commentary on 1 Corinthians.  In our study we will make use of the usual tools 

of exegesis but we will also support our conclusions by making reference to numerical clues in the 

Scripture.  Our purpose is to show how spiritual numbers can be a valuable study aid.  You will find a 

chapter by chapter exegesis of this book on Page 99 BIBLE of www.biblenumbersforlife.com 

COMMENTARY 

Summary of main points in the text:   

 ‘Dare any of you, having a matter between you, to go to law before the unrighteous?’ (v.1) 

 ‘The saints will judge the world … are you not worthy to judge the smallest matters?’ (v.2) 

 ‘Why do you not rather accept wrong?  Why not let yourself be cheated?’ (v.7) 

 ‘Fornicators, idolaters, adulterers, homosexuals, sodomites, thieves, covetous, drunkards, nor 

extortionists will inherit the kingdom of God’ (v.10) 

 ‘But you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus’ (v.11) 

 ‘Do you not know your bodies are members of Christ? Shall I take the members of Christ and 

join them to a harlot?  Certainly not!” (v.15) 

 ‘Do you not know your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit … and you are not your own?’ (v.19) 

 ‘For you were bought with a price therefore glorify God in your body’ (v.20) 

 

Parallel passage (Numbers 22) 

1 Corinthians 6 is the 139th chapter of the New Testament.   

Numbers 22 is the 139th chapter of the Bible.  Numbers 22 is the account of Balak, King of Moab, hiring 

the prophet Balaam to curse the children of Israel.  Balak sent princes to honor Balaam but God told 

Balaam not to go.  So Balak sent princes of higher honor to Balaam.  God told Balaam he could go but 

only to say the words he put in his mouth.  Balaam’s donkey saw the Angel of the LORD and veered off 

the path.  Balaam beat the donkey and threatened to kill her if she did not obey him.  The donkey 

spoke with the voice of a man and said ‘in all the years you have owned me have I ever veered off the 

path?’  Then Balaam saw the Angel of the Lord and fell flat to the ground.  Balak took Balaam to a high 

mountain to observe the children of Israel. 

Balaam son of Beor was from the area of Pethor near the great River (Euphrates).  He was no relation 

to the Moabites or the Israelites.  He feared God and had a spiritual gift of prophecy but it was his 

custom to sell his services as a prophet to the kings of the nations for a price, called the diviner’s fee. 

Moab was ‘sick with dread’ because of the children of Israel.  Israel occupied the land of Og to the 

north of Moab and Israel occupied the land of the Amorites south of the Arnon.  To the west of Moab 
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was the Dead Sea.  To the East of Moab was the dry land of the Nabateans and Ammonites.  They were 

hemmed in a tight spot.  The children of Moab were the incestuous descendants of Lot who had 

children with his two daughters after their husbands died.  Was not the dread they experienced guilt 

for sin and a fearful expectation of judgment?  The legacy of sexual immorality was not their only sin. 

Interpretation of the parallel passage: 

The children of Israel represent the Corinthians.  Why? The children of Israel were a people that were 

thought to be extinct, but who came out of Egypt in the fear of the Lord.  In other words, Israel 

experienced a resurrection from the dead – which is symbolic of the inner spiritual rebirth of a 

Christian.  The fact they came out of Egypt connects them to Gentiles.  Despite their ethnicity, in every 

way they acted like Egyptians in their thoughts and habits and so we can view them as if they were 

Gentile converts.  Their experiences in the desert translate to the church of Corinth.  Corinthian 

believers were tested to see if they would follow godly ways or remain stuck in their pagan ways. 

The children of Moab represent worldly believers.  The King of Moab represents the king of this 

world: Satan.  He devises worldly methods to solve his problems. His way is to tempt believers like 

Balaam to come under his authority and to receive his rewards, which are honor and power and wealth 

in this life.  In the temptation of Christ, Satan brought Jesus to an exceedingly high mountain and 

“showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory.  And he said ‘All these things I will give you 

if you will fall down and worship me.’” (Matt. 4:8)  Although the forefather of the Moabites was Lot, a 

man who feared the Lord, his descendants had slid into idolatry and worshiped Chemosh.   

Balaam represents the misguided prophet who leads believers into sin.  Balaam is so steeped in 

worldliness he has lost sensitivity to sin.  Balaam advised Balak to tempt the children of Israel to 

commit harlotry with the daughters of Moab.  God lays down a strong message here that when 

believers adopt worldly ways they commit the sin of harlotry and enrage their true husband who is 

holy.  Worldly ways include the obvious sin of sexual immorality but many other sins as well. 

Balaam is pictured riding the donkey.  He is the anti-type of the servant of the LORD.  The donkey is a 

type of the community of believers.  Balaam operates as an owner and fierce donkey-driver who steers 

his donkey according to his will, which is inevitably off the straight highway of God’s will.  When she 

will not do his will he berates her, he beats her, and eventually he breaths out violence against her.  

This pictures the worldly church with its hired clergyman ruling like a despot.  The end of it is ruin. 

Application to the passage of 1 Corinthians 6 

Paul makes a pun when he urges Christians “you were bought with a price, therefore glorify God with 

your body” (1 Cor. 6:30).  Obviously Balaam was ‘bought with a price’.  But Balaam was bought with 

things of perishable value: silver and gold.  Christians are bought with something of eternal value: the 

blood of Christ.  Since our ‘payment’ is more valuable, Paul argues, our loyalty should be more as well. 
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Paul rebukes Christians for hiring lawyers to plead cases against each other before the ‘unrighteous’ 

(worldly system).  Balaam was hired to do exactly that.  His instructions from Balak were to ‘curse this 

people’.  In other words, Balaam’s job was to identify the sin of the children of Israel and call down the 

judgment of God upon them.  His task was like that of a prosecutor seeking a conviction. Is this not a 

picture of Satan as the “accuser of the brethren” standing before God pleading for judgment upon us?  

Surely the application to the Corinthians goes deeper than hiring lawyers to plead civil cases.  Balaam is 

a symbol of the hireling prophet, who operates his gift for pay.  Paul foresaw the day when the free 

worshipers of Christ would be persecuted by the clergymen and his flock of stolen sheep.  The free 

believers would stand accused by the hireling because they ‘do not submit to the authority of the 

church’.  The evidence would be they do contribute to the upkeep of hirelings or come into line with 

the ‘way of Balaam’.  How many believers have been burned at the stake for not confessing the 

authority of the Pope?  The persecution of the free believers (children of Israel) by the enslaved or 

worldly believers (children of Moab) continues to this day.  Either ‘Jesus is Lord’ (free believers) or 

‘Man is Lord’ (worldly believers) – there is no way to mix the two doctrines. 

Jude agreed with this interpretation of Balaam: “Woe to them!  For they have gone the way of Cain 

[killing believers], have run greedily into the error of Balaam for profit [hireling clergy], and perished 

in the rebellion of Korah [man’s leadership]” (v. 10) 

Paul makes another pun “Shall I join the members of Christ to a harlot?”  The text is speaking of the 

flagrant sin of sexual immorality.  But looking deeper, Paul is saying if believers join themselves to a 

spiritual community that has a man at its head, they are committing adultery against their true 

husband: they are becoming one with a spiritual harlot. 

Spiritual Numbers 

1 Corinthians 6 is the 139th chapter in the New Testament.  The number 139 means ‘Sorcery / Control’.  

Here is the connection between the occult and Balaam.  As we have already pointed out, Balaam is 

looking for reward in this life, which the god of this world is only too eager to provide.  But the method 

Balaam employs on behalf of his invisible Satanic master is the strategy of controlling the people of 

God.  Dictating how they are permitted to meet.  At what times, in what places, in what manner.  In 

time this sorcery leads only too naturally to a priesthood/laity distinction, where power over the 

believers becomes more concentrated and oppressive: their freedoms more curtailed.  Right back to 

Egypt from where the children of Israel escaped! 

1 Corinthians 6 is the 1,068th book in the Bible.  The number 1,068 = 12 x 89.  The spiritual meaning of 

1,068 is “Government” (12) <of> “Son of David” (89).  Jesus Christ is the Son of David and he sits on 

the throne of David, King of his body the church, composed of all spiritual believers.  This chapter of 1 

Corinthians shows one of the primary threats to the rule of Christ: the sorcery system we call religion. 
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The first verse in 1 Corinthians 6 is the 105th verse in the book.  The number 105 means ‘Strength in 

Suffering’.  The last verse in 1 Corinthians 6 is the 123rd verse in the book.  The number 123 means 

‘Show No Mercy’.   There are 20 verses in 1 Corinthians 6.  The number 20 means ‘Distress’ or 

‘Wisdom’.  If the children of Israel do not see through the deception of Satan it will mean ‘Suffering’ 

and ‘Distress’.  If the children of Israel have ‘Wisdom’ and uncover the deception, then they must 

‘Show No Mercy’ and name and shame the sorcery system of the religion of man. 

The gematria of all the verses in 1 Corinthians 6 is 178,846.  The number 178,846 = 2 x 223 [48th prime] 

x 401 [79th prime].  Just writing the meanings of the numbers out tells the story: “Division” (2) of 

“God’s Blessing” (48) <means> “Martyrs” (79).  ‘God’s blessing’ is the freedom we enjoy under the 

Lordship of Jesus Christ.  Religion destroys or divides our freedom because it appoints another lord: the 

priests for hire.  Believers in Jesus Christ must not coddle the notion that they can follow the Lord 

inside man’s religion.  If they do so they are wittingly or unwittingly setting the stage for future 

believers to suffer, even to the point of losing their lives.  Flee religion! 


