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Bible Commentary - 1 Corinthians – Chapter 2 

We present to you our commentary on 1st Corinthians.  In our study we will make use of the usual 

tools of exegesis but we will also support our conclusions by making reference to numerical clues in the 

Scripture.  Our purpose is to show how spiritual numbers can be a valuable study aid.  You will find a 

chapter by chapter exegesis on Page 99 BIBLE of our website www.biblenumbersforlife.com 

COMMENTARY 

Summary of main points in the text:   

 In his first visit to Corinth Paul spoke plainly of the death of Christ; not with any eloquence (v.2) 

 He spoke spiritual words, which the Spirit of God permits spiritual men to discern (v.15) 

 His message concerned the hidden secrets of God revealed to Christians (v.7) 

 Paul could say he possessed the ‘mind of Christ’ (v.16) 

 

Parallel passage (Numbers 18) 

1 Corinthians 2 is the 135th chapter of the New Testament.   

Numbers 18 is the 135th chapter of the Bible.  In Numbers 18 God instructs Aaron that the priests will 

share in the offerings of the Israelites but they will also take responsibility for offenses against the 

sanctuary and the priesthood.  To Aaron God said ‘I am giving you the service of the priesthood as a 

gift’ (Num. 18:7).  They may eat the parts of the sacrifices that are not burned in the fire.  To the 

Levites, the LORD gave the tithes of the Israelites1.  The tithes were ‘wages for your work in the Tent of 

the Meeting’ (Num. 18:31). 

Numbers 18 is the main proof-text used by institutional Christianity to justify a professional priesthood 

over the saints!  Numbers 18 describes man’s religion: a priesthood and regulations for offerings! 

Fortunately, Paul helps us in our interpretation of Numbers 18 by saying ‘We have not received the 

spirit of the world but the Spirit who is from God, that we may understand what God has freely given 

us.’ (1 Corinthians 2:12).  His point (vis. Num.18:7) is that all Christians are priests (1 Peter 2:9).  Jesus is 

a high priest of the order of Melchizedek: a higher priesthood than the Aaronic priesthood (Hebrews 

7).  Christians are all priests under Jesus Christ therefore Old Testament laws pertaining to Aaronic 

priests and Levites do not apply to Christians. 

 

 

                                                           
1
 From other passages we understand these tithes were also shared with widows and orphans. 
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Interpretation of the parallel passage: 

First of all, Aaron’s rod budded!  We are priests (of an even greater priesthood) therefore our rod will 

also bud!  Here is the first strong hint that Christians will be resurrected just like the Lord Jesus. 

Second of all, Christians receive an abundant inheritance of spiritual gifts. 

Aaron was promised:  ‘part of the most holy offering that is kept from the fire’ (Num. 18:9); ‘from all 

the gifts they bring me … that part belongs to you’ (Num. 18:9); ‘eat it as something most holy; every 

male shall eat it’ (Num. 18:10); ‘the gifts of all the wave offerings’ (Num. 18:11); ‘the finest olive oil’ 

(Num. 18:12); ‘all the finest new wine and grain’ (Num. 18:12); ‘everything in Israel that is devoted to 

the Lord’ (Num. 18:14); ‘the first offspring of every womb.’ (Num. 18:13); ‘the breast of the wave 

offering and the right thigh are yours’ (Num. 18:18), and; ‘an everlasting covenant of salt’ (Num. 18:19) 

Christians participate in the ‘most holy offering’ (the LORD’s Supper); the ‘wave offering’ (allusion to 

resurrection); the ‘finest oil and new wine’ (anointing of Holy Spirit); ‘everything in Israel devoted to 

the Lord’ (his ministering servants); ‘first offspring’ (spiritual children); ‘the breast and the thigh’ (the 

knowledge of Jesus Christ); ‘covenant of salt’ (unshakable friendship with the Lord). 

No surprise Paul could say ‘we have the mind of Christ’.  All priests eat the breast and the thigh.  As we 

grow and feed on Christ, particularly in the Lord’s Supper, he fills us with all spiritual wisdom and 

knowledge in him. 

Spiritual Numbers 

1 Corinthians 2 is the 135th chapter in the New Testament.  The number 135 means ‘Spiritual Gifts’.  In 

terms of blessing, we have received every spiritual gift that can be given to a priest. 

1 Corinthians 2 is the 1,064th chapter in the Bible.  1,064 = 8 x 133.  1,064 can therefore be interpreted: 

‘New Man’ (8) of ‘Brotherly Love’ (133).  We are born-again: the old man is dead, and the new man is 

alive in Christ.  We now walk in the Spirit of Christ: the spirit of love of others. 

There are 16 verses in 1 Corinthians 2: the number 16 means ‘Sacrifice’.  As priests, we participate in 

the sacrifice (Lord’s Supper) and we submit our bodies as living sacrifices to serve one another in love. 

The first verse of chapter 2 is the 32nd verse in the book: the number 17 means ‘Fellowship’.  The last 

verse is the 47th verse in the book: the number 47 means ‘Humility’.  God’s fellowship is with the 

humble in heart: “But on this one I will look: On him who is poor and of a contrite spirit, and who 

trembles at my word.” (Isaiah 66:2) 

 


