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Bible Commentary - 1 Corinthians – Chapter 1 

We present to you our commentary on chapter 1 of 1st Corinthians.  In our study we will make use of 

the usual tools of exegesis but we will also support our conclusions by making reference to numerical 

clues in the Scripture.  Our purpose is to show how spiritual numbers can be a valuable study aid.  You 

will find a chapter by chapter exegesis on Page 99 BIBLE of our website www.biblenumbersforlife.com 

COMMENTARY 

Summary of main points in the text:   

 ‘Paul called to be an apostle’ (v.1) ‘Grace and peace to you from God’ (v.3) 

 ‘To the church in Corinth… called to be holy [set apart as the possession of Christ]’ (v.2);  

 ‘You do not lack any spiritual gift as you eagerly wait for our Lord Jesus to be revealed’ (v.7) 

 ‘He will keep you strong to the end, so that you will be blameless’ (v.8) 

 ‘I appeal to you brothers… that there be no divisions among you… be perfectly united’ (v.10) 

 ‘There are quarrels among you… ‘I follow Paul’… ‘I follow Apollos’… ‘I follow Cephas’ (v.11-12 

 ‘Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you?  Were you baptised into the name of Paul?’ (v.13) 

 ‘For the message of the Cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being 

saved it is the power of God’ (v.18) 

 ‘we preach Christ crucified: a stumbling block to the Jews and foolishness to the Gentiles’ (v.23) 

 ‘think of what you were when you were called: not many wise, not many influential’ (v.26) 

 ‘God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong’(v.27) 

 ‘Let him who boasts, boast in the Lord’ [not in man] (v.31) 

 

Parallel Passage (Numbers 17) 

The 134th chapter in the New Testament is 1 Corinthians 1. 

The 134th chapter in the Bible is Numbers 17 the account of Aaron’s rod that budded.   

The background to this story is the account in Numbers 16 of Korah and other men who rose up 

against Moses and said ‘Why then do you set yourself above the LORD’s assembly?’ (Num. 16:3) The 

ground opened up and swallowed those men and their wives and children and their goods.  ‘So they 

and all who were with them fell alive into the pit’ (Num. 16:33).  An additional 14,700 people died in 

the plague that followed when people in the congregation grumbled against Moses and Aaron saying 

‘You have killed the people of the LORD’ (Num. 16:41).   
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In Numbers 17 Moses instructed the Israelites to bring a staff for each of the leaders of the tribal 

families and said ‘The staff belonging to the man I will choose will sprout, and I will rid myself of this 

constant grumbling.’ (Num. 17:5). 

The next day the staff of Aaron not only sprouted but budded and blossomed and produced 

almonds!  The LORD said to Moses ‘Put Aaron’s staff in front of the Testimony, to be kept as a sign to 

the rebellious.  This will put an end to their grumbling against me.’ (Num. 17:10) 

Main Point of the Parallel Passage: 

Christ rose from the dead.  Christ is the dry stick that budded and blossomed and bore fruit!  Jesus 

Christ is the spiritual leader, the high priest, of the Church.  Therefore, there can be no divisions among 

the believers.  It is rebellion akin to Korah for man to take authority over any part of the church.  

Believers worship Jesus Christ, serve one another in love, and must never follow men.  

Jude speaks of the condemnation of men who set themselves above the congregation, taking authority 

from Christ, and drawing congregations after themselves: 

‘These are sensual persons, who cause divisions, not having the Spirit’ (v.19) ‘Woe to them!  For they 

have gone in the way of Cain, have run greedily in the error of Balaam for profit, and perished in the 

rebellion of Korah’ (v.11) 

The LORD commanded Moses ‘Bring Aaron’s rod that budded back before the Testimony to be kept 

as a sign against the rebels.’ (Numbers 17:10)  Whenever Christians celebrate communion we testify 

to the death of the LORD Jesus.  We proclaim his worthiness to die on the Cross as atonement for our 

sins.  We assert that Jesus is alive and Jesus is the head of the Church.   We are confident in our 

assertion because Christ rose from the dead.  A Christian who is submitted to the spiritual authority 

(lordship) of men is denying the fundamental tenet of the faith that ‘Jesus is Lord’.  A congregation 

which places a man in spiritual authority over itself, in between Christians and Jesus, desecrates the 

communion table because they deny the worthiness of Christ to be their head.  ‘Every man praying or 

prophesying having his head covered [under spiritual authority of men] dishonors his head [Christ]’ (1 

Cor. 11:4); ‘the head of every [Christian] man is Christ … the head of Christ is God’ (1 Cor. 11:3) 

The reader will understand from observing religious practices in the world today that the spiritual sons 

of Korah have taken up residence in religious tabernacles in every neighborhood of every town and city 

in every country: enslaving true believers, grieving the Holy Spirit, and hindering the gospel.  Just as the 

book of Jude immediately precedes the book of the Revelations, the multiplication of the sons of Korah 

in our day is a sign the end of the church of Christ on earth is near. 
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Application to 1 Corinthians 1 

Paul’s main messages to believers in this chapter: (1) you are called to be ‘holy’ (v.2), the possession of 

Christ not the possession of men; (2) you are called to dwell together in unity - of ‘one mind’ (v.10); (3) 

let there be no divisions among you – Christ is not divided (v.13) – there is only one church and one 

body in the city of Corinth; (4) do not follow men (v.12). 

Spiritual Numbers 

1 Corinthians 1 is the 134th chapter of New Testament.  The spiritual number 134 means ‘Complaining’. 

1 Corinthians 1 is the 1,063rd chapter of the Bible.  The number 1,063 is the 179th prime.  The number 

179 means ‘Poor have Faith’.  This describes the economic condition of the church in Corinth but also 

their immature spiritual condition.   

The gematria1 of the 31 verses in 1 Corinthians is 312,417 = 133 x 29 x 19.  The spiritual number 

312,417 can be interpreted: ‘Brotherly Love’ (133): ‘Faith’ (19) in the ‘Holy One’ (29).  The deep 

message hidden in the numbers of 1 Corinthians 1 is ‘Brotherly Love’ (is only attainable through) ‘Faith’ 

(in) ‘The Holy One’ (Jesus Christ).   

If brotherly love is not guiding relationships in the fellowship, if there are divisions in the body, if men 

are exerting spiritual authority (lordship) over others, if there are quarrels among you, then the church 

is not operating by faith in Jesus Christ.  Test yourselves to see if you are in the faith (1 Cor. 11:27-34).  

If brotherly love is supreme among you, then you are walking in the faith, and worthy to celebrate 

communion.  If brotherly love is not evident, then do not celebrate communion.  Confess your sins to 

one another and restore brotherly love.  Then come to the Lord’s Table and share in the sacraments. 

 

                                                           
1
 Each Greek letter has a numerical value.  Gematria is the sum of the numerical values in a word, verse, chapter, or book. 


