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Bible Commentary - 1 Corinthians - Introduction 

We present to you our commentary on the Book of 1 Corinthians.  In our study we will make use of the 

usual tools of exegesis but we will also support our conclusions by making reference to numerical clues 

in the Scripture.  Our purpose is to show how spiritual numbers can be a valuable study aid.1  In 

addition to this introduction you will find a chapter by chapter exegesis on Page 99 BIBLE of our 

website www.biblenumbersforlife.com 

OVERVIEW 

Part 1 - Location of the Book in the Bible 

There are 66 books in the whole Bible.  1 Corinthians is the 46th book in the Bible.  The spiritual number 

46 means ‘Resurrection’ or ‘Reconstructed Life’.   This is the main theme of the book. 

Corinth was a church of born-again believers whose lives had been polluted by the sinful influences of 

the society around them: immorality, sectarian spirit (political parties), exaltation of man’s wisdom 

(philosophers), worship of idols (Greek gods), and a marketplace mentality (anything for a price).  

They needed a major reconstruction of their lives in order to worship together in Christian community 

in the grace and peace of Jesus Christ. 

In the book of 1st Corinthians, the doctrine of the resurrection of the saints is presented and 

connected directly to the resurrection of Christ: the principal tenet of the Christian faith is laid down.   

Part 2 – Location of the Book in the New Testament 

There are 27 books in the New Testament.  The spiritual number 27 means ‘Holy Truth’.  1 Corinthians 

is the 7th book in the New Testament.  The number 7 means: ‘The End’.  1 Corinthians is also the first 

book of the 20 pastoral epistles.  The spiritual number 20 means ‘Wisdom’. 

 2 

The pastoral epistles begin with addressing the mess in the church of Corinth.  As the 7th book in the 

New Testament we are provided a hint that this letter is prophetic.  Not only does it provide for us a 

prophecy of the resurrection of the saints, but it provides us a picture of what the church will be like in 

the last days.  When we look at Christianity today we see all the sins of the church of Corinth: 

sectarianism (denominational divisions); immorality (no church discipline of blatant sin); sanctity of 

                                                           
1
 For those who are unfamiliar with using numerical bible study tools, the Appendix supplies some further discussion. 

2
 This presentation corresponds to the break-down of the Old Testament into the Law, History, Wisdom, and Prophets. 

HISTORY: LAW: WISDOM: PROPHETS:

Matt. Mark Luke Romans 1 Cor. 2 Cor. Gal. Eph. Phil. Col. 1 Thess.2 Thess. 1 Tim. 2 Tim. Revelations

John Acts Titus Phil. Heb. James 1 Peter 2 Peter 1 John 2 John 3 John Jude
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the LORD’s Supper spoiled (believers not bothering to judge themselves before partaking); saints are 

cloistered around men (priests and pastors in authority over flocks); body ministry of spiritual gifts is 

absent (repressed by priest/laity division); and brotherly love in home communities is forgotten. 

To all of this carnality and spiritual bondage 1 Corinthians presents God’s antidote: the wisdom of the 

Cross; the lowly apostle unpaid servant minister example to the church; the fervent call for holiness 

through self-policing by expelling unrepentant sinners; the centrality of the LORD’s Supper in 

collective worship; and supremely the work of the Holy Spirit in the hearts of believers – exhibiting 

itself through selfless love and spiritual gifts throughout the body.  Either the Corinthians reform their 

ways and conform to God’s ways, or it will be the end (7) of the church. 
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   APPENDIX – NUMBERS IN SCRIPTURE 

The Bible is truth.  God is truth.   Spiritual truth has rhymes and rhythms.  When God speaks the truth 

his words follow a pattern, the same pattern for all spiritual truth, in every chapter, in every book, and 

even in the structure and order of the Books in the Bible.   

Number conveys meaning, very deep meaning: spiritual truth.  A number is invisible, it never changes, 

it never decays, and the meaning it proclaims is eternally the same.  In the mind of the ancients 

numbers were not just for counting things, they were for conveying meanings and associations.  

Scripture declares: “Hear O Israel: the LORD our God, the LORD is One” (Deut. 6:4).  To say ‘the LORD is 

One’ means God is first, he is foremost, he is the beginning of all things, he is indivisible, he is primary. 

It turns out every number has a meaning.  The number two means ‘division’.  So in the second book of 

the Bible we see a great ‘division’: the Israelites depart from Egypt.  On the second day of Creation 

there was a great ‘division’: “Let there be an expanse between the waters above and the waters below, 

to divide the water from the water” (Gen. 1:6-7).  In the second chapter of the Bible there is a great 

‘division’: Eve was brought forth out of Adam. 

The structure of the Bible, verses within chapters, chapters within books, and books within the Bible, 

all obey the rhymes and rhythms of spiritual numbers.  The words in those verses, chapters, and books 

are literal truth.  But the order of the verses, chapters, and books are in keeping with numerical truth.  

This phenomenon of the congruence of literal truth to numerical truth is an evidence that all Scripture 

is God breathed, coming from the inmost being of God, the God of Truth. 

A full description of the meaning of spiritual numbers, from 1 to 316, is provided on our site: 

www.biblenumbersforlife.com  The meanings we propose on our site have been validated against all of 

God’s revelation: in Scripture, in Creation, and in many other ways3.  Our investigation of the structure 

of the Books of the Bible, such as we present here, is yet another powerful confirmation that the God 

of Truth inspired all Scripture:  both the Old Testament and the New Testament.  Our faith rests on a 

solid foundation that can’t be moved.  

Example of Spiritual Number Analysis:  The Number of Verses in the Chapters 

Numbers of verses per chapter in 1 Corinthians that occur a multiple of times: 

 13 – occurs 3 x – chapters 5,8,13 – means ‘Rebellion’ (13) 

 31 – occurs 2 x – chapters 1,12 – means ‘Family’ (31) 

                                                           
3
 We have confidence in our number interpretations, however, we are fallible.  Let the reader decide for himself if these 

interpretations be true.  And, if the interpretation could be sharpened or better expressed, we leave that to future scholars 
to improve.  We see through a glass darkly.  We don’t claim to have the absolute perfect interpretation.  But we do claim to 
have caught the scent of the truth: the fragrance of Jesus Christ. 
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 40 – occurs 2 x – chapters 7,14 – means ‘Testing’ (40) 

Numbers of verses per chapter that occur once: (sinful association) 

 21 – chapter 4 – means ‘Lawlessness’ (21) 

 33 – chapter 10 – means ‘Scattered Remnant’ (33) 

 34 – chapter 11 – means ‘Man’s Religion’ (34) 

 58 – chapter 15 – means ‘Worldly Life’ (58) 

 23 – chapter 3 – means ‘Death’ (23) 

                       20 – chapter 6 – means ‘Distress’ (20) 

Numbers of verses per chapter that occur once: (righteous association) 

 24 – chapter 16 – means ‘Priest’ (24)         

 16 – chapter 2 – means ‘Sacrifice’ (16) 

 27 – chapter 9 – means ‘Holy Truth’ (27) 

The spiritual numbers describe a ‘Rebellious Family’ that is being ‘Tested’.  This family struggles with 

multiple sins at the same time: ‘Lawlessness’ (immorality); ‘Worldly Life’ (lawsuits in secular courts); 

‘Man’s Religion’ (divisions in the body according to leaders).  If this church does not change its ways 

quickly it will ‘Die’ (cease as a community) and be reduced to a ‘Scattered Remnant’.  To overcome, 

believers must exercise their ‘Priesthood’ (celebrate the LORD’s Supper), love one another 

‘Sacrificially’, and accept the teaching of the apostle Paul as the ‘Holy Truth’. 

 

 


